ae \ + SS ae. ——— — > 


a 


—s 


STING: “THE MEDIA | 


1S RUINING MY 
x 2 CAREER!" 
, ) FEBRUARY 1995 


FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


rs 
GETTING 


$ ) 


TST HEROES 


ee ON, Ee 
% 


$1.95 US. $2.50 CANADA £1.95 UK. 


02 
0°"72246'00390"" 9 | 


THE LEADER OF THe PACH 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


ERCLUGIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere. From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
ic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent 
full-color centerfold—PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” . . . 
Eddie Ellner’s lively and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules” . . . And don’t forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find if!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WATS TO SUBSCRIBE 


Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just $15. 

Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30—a 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price. 

eTo receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 
issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
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Send letters to: 
Sincerely Yours 

P.O. Box 1148 

Fort Washington, PA 
19034 


Watching Tatanka sell out to Ted 
DiBiase sickened reader Harry Simon. 
He can’t believe the Native American 
would join a stable that also includes 
Bam Bam Bigelow and Irwin R. 
Schyster, two of Tatanka’s former arch- 
enemies. 


SELLING OUT 

Tatanka makes me sick. | can 
understand that he is frustrated by 
his inability to get title shots, and | 
would have accepted his change 
of heart if he had done it on his 
own, but he sold out to Ted 
DiBiase! 

The most nauseating 
aspect of this mess is that 
| Tatanka’s new partners are 
Bam Bam Bigelow and 
| Irwin R. Schyster. In 1993, 
| a Bigelow-Tatanka feud 
erupted when Bigelow cut 
Tatanka’s hair. Tatanka 
| later battled IRS, who had 
_| destroyed the sacred head- 
| dress that Tatanka re- 
ceived from Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel and Chief Jay 
1} Strongbow. We cheered 
_| Tatanka for defending the 
| pride of Native Americans. 
| Apparently, the “Million- 
Dollar Man” was able to 
| purchase that pride, caus- 
ing Tatanka to forgive the 
| indiscretions of IRS and 
| Bigelow. Revolting! 
Tatanka used to bea 
} role model. Now he’s just 
another sellout. 

HARRY SIMON 
Las Vegas, NV 


GET A SECOND OPINION 
| disagree with Dr. Sidney M. 
Basil’s diagnosis of Bret Hart (“A 


Psychologist Analyzes The Hart 
Feud: ‘It’s All Bret’s Fault!” 
December 1994). Although Dr. 
Basil is a noted sports psycholo- 
gist, | must disagree with his theo- 
ry that the family feud is all Bret’s 
fault. 

Basil said that Bret started the 
feud by agreeing to fight his cry- 
baby brother, Owen. Basil failed 
to remember that Bret never 
backs down from anyone (includ- 
ing his brother) and insists that he 
is the best there is, the best there 
was, and the best there ever will 
be. | don’t buy that middle-child 
syndrome as a cause of the prob- 
lems. Brothers stick together 
through thick and thin. 

It shouldn’t matter that one 
brother is better than the other in 
something. | don't have any broth- 
ers or sisters, but if | did, | 
wouldn't be jealous of them. I’d be 
very proud of their accomplish- 
ments. They would have nothing 
but my utmost respect. 

Take note, crybaby Owen: 
You're getting nowhere fast with 
your actions. Get away from Jim 
Neidhart and rally behind your 
brother. Someday you'll be 
champ! 

FELIX RODRIGUEZ 
Ridgewood, NY 


WHERE’S THE MAN? 

Have we really seen the last 
wrestling appearance of Rick 
Rude? While WCW fans are faced 
with a motley collection of ex- 
WWE has-beens, the most excit- 
ing, talented, and hard-working 
wrestler of our time is nowhere to 
be found! If the rumors are to be 
believed, Rude may have wrestled 
his last match. If so, all | can say 
is: Thanks for the memories, Rick! 
You have been a treasure to 
behold! 

TOM McGRATTAN 
Portland, OR 
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Has Rick Rude wrestled his final 
match? Reader Tom McGrattan hopes 
not. He considers the “Ravishing One” 
the best wrestler of our time and wants 
to see him return. 


OLDER IS BETTER 

Regarding the letter about older 
wrestlers in WCW (“Sincerely 
Yours,” December 1994): 

In my opinion, WCW is now the 
leader in the wrestling world 
because of the older wrestlers it 
has in its organization. 

| believe every wrestling federa- 
tion should have wrestlers like 
Hulk Hogan and Larry Zbyszko to 
give the younger wrestlers a chal- 
lenge. Hogan is one of the top 
stars today because of his experi- 
ence in the ring. It takes years to 
reach his level. 

If the author of that letter would 
stop and look at wrestling today, 
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he would see that some of the 
best wrestlers in the world nowa- 
days started competing 10 to 20 
years ago. These men are getting 
older, but they could teach the 
younger wrestlers about the fine 
details of their craft. 
LAWRENCE NEAL 
Bridgewater, Nova Scotia 


WEARING OUT HIS WELCOME? 

| agree with Chris Bernucca 
when he said that it is time for 
Sting to leave WCW (“On The 
Road,” November 1994). Sting 
hasn’t done much in the last year- 
and-a-half, unless you count hold- 
ing that International title for a few 
months. Sting has been in WCW 
since 1987 and has won just 
about everything, including the 
World title three times. He has cut 
down on his aerial maneuvers so 
much that he’s not wrestling like 
the old “Stinger.” Now he seems 
bored with the competition. 

The best move Sting 
could make now is to go 
to another federation, like 
the WWF. With its poor 
talent roster and Sting’s 
personality and charisma, 
he could easily dominate 
the WWF. I, for one, 
would Jove to see a Sting- 
Bret Hart match. 

The time is right for 
Sting to move on and 
conquer the world! 

BRUCE D. GRAY 
Orlando, FL 


CAN DUSTIN BRAWL? 
I'll be honest with you: | 
fear for Dustin Rhodes. 
He is letting Col. Robert 
Parker and the Stud 
Stable know that he is 
intimidated. Instead of 


So what if there are a lot of older, more experi- : 

enced men dominating wrestling today, says read- taking on the Stud Stable 
er Lawrence Neal. He feels that veterans such as one man ata time, he has 
Larry Zbyszko could teach up-and-coming stars a 

lot about their craft. 
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REPORTER'S 
NOTEBOOK 


By Stu Saks 


It is said that the popularity of professional wrestling 
goes in cycles. It has its high points and its low ones. 
There are theories as to why that is true, but there are 
always counter-theories to prove that those theories are 
not true. 

I say, who cares? My enjoyment of the world’s oldest 
and greatest sport is not dependent upon whether others 
enjoy it as well. The figures prove that the popularity of 
wrestling reached its height in the mid-to late-1980s, 
dipped in the early-’90s, and has begun to climb again 
over the past year 

So what. 

I was a wrestling fan before the mid-’80s, and I will be 
into the glst century. I don’t follow wrestling because it 
is trendy, I follow it because I love the action. Does it 
really matter if the buy-rate for SummerSlam was 10 
percent, 1 percent, or .Ol percent? The fact that someone 
is enjoying the card in Des Moines, Iowa, isn’t going to 
make me enjoy it any more than I ordinarily would. 

We all want to see wrestling prosper From a business 
standpoint, we, at INSIDE WRESTLING obviously have a 
vested interest in the health of the sport. But from a 
fan’s perspective, I say let’s not get so bogged down by 
things we cannot control anyway. Go to the matches. 
Watch them on TV. Enjoy the competition. If you’re 
interested in sports news, read about the baseball strike 
or the hockey lockout, and just be thankful that profes 
sional wrestling doesn’t have seasons, it doesn’t have 
work-stoppages, and it never ceases to provide fun, enter 
tainment, and intrigue—no matter how many people are 
watching it. 
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HE “MACHO MAN” moves 
T= Randy Savage had a 

great run in the WWF—he 
won two World titles and one 
Intercontinental title—but he has 
officially left the federation. 

WWF head Vince McMahon 
made the announcement on 
Monday Night Raw, saying that 
Savage couldn’t agree on a new 
contract with the WWF. He thanked 
him for all his contributions to the 
WWF and said he was Savage’s 
number-one fan. 

WCW could be the next stop for 
the “Macho Man.” Some insiders 
say he’d like another crack at Hulk 
Hogan; if he does go to WCW, he 
could join forces with Brutus 
Beefcake, Avalanche, and Kevin 
Sullivan. Then again, “Macho Man” 
is unpredictable and might see a 
potential ally in Hogan ... Jerry 
Lawler is now doing the color com- 
mentary on Raw, but Lawler has 
also been busy trying to fend off 
attacks from Doink the Clown and 
his midget sidekicks, Dink, Wink, 
and Pink. “The King” has a “Royal 
Family” of midgets on his side: 
Queasy, Sleazy, and Cheezy ... If 
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the WWF needs a new broadcaster, 
Jesse Ventura could be available. 
He left WCW this fall. 

When Jeff Jarrett was compet- 
ing in the USWA, people used to 
say he was one of the smartest 
wrestlers around. Because he 
wasn’t very big or muscular, he had 
to outsmart his opponents to win 
matches. Apparently, that smart 
wrestler got lost on the way from 
Memphis to the WWF. He is getting 
a series of shots at Razor Ramon’s 
Intercontinental title. The good news 
is he won a lot of those matches by 
countout. The bad news is he 
demanded the matches be contin- 
ued, then lost after being victimized 
by the “Razor’s Edge.” A win is a 
win, “Double-J.” 

Maybe Owen Hart should stop 
wrestling all members of his family. 
He lost bout after bout to brother 
Bret this summer and isn’t faring 
any better against brother-in-law 
Davey Boy Smith ... The hottest 
feud in the WWF right now has to 
be the one between Lex Luger and 
Tatanka. This feud isn’t about win- 
ning and losing, it’s about revenge. 
Most of their matches have ended in 


double-countouts with the action 
outside the ring even hotter than the 
action inside. 

Capt. Lou Albano tells me The 
Headshrinkers will definitely recap- 
ture the WWF World tag team belts 
soon. He has plans to change the 
appearance and training regimen of 
Fatu and Sionne (formerly The 
Barbarian). Albano says they will 
be as ferocious and unpredictable 
as ever in the ring, but a bit more 
“civilized” in their lives away from 
the ring. 

What more can be said about 
Bob Backlund? The list of the men 
he has put in his chicken wing over 
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the last few months now includes 
Savage, Luger, Adam Bomb, Bob 
“Spark Plugg” Holly, Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese, The Kid, Bret 
Hart, Razor Ramon, Arnold 
Skaaland, and WWF employee Lou 
Gianfriddo. He has snapped! 
Johnny B. Badd is fast becom- 
ing one of my favorite wrestlers to 
watch. He is always coming up with 
new moves and has a terrific rap- 
port with the fans. | just hope the 
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WCW TV champ doesn’t become 
overconfident in one of his battles 
with The Honky Tonk Man. HTM 
almost beat him for the belt at 
Halloween Havoc; the match went 
to a time-limit draw. 

What’s wrong with Steve Aus- 
tin? That’s what a lot of people are 
asking me. | say nothing. If you 
thought he would have no problem 
regaining the U.S. title from Hack- 
saw Duggan, you thought wrong. 
Duggan is a fine wrestler and he 
has himself in good shape. Don’t 
underestimate his skills! Having the 
cunning Sherri Martel as his man- 
ager ought to help “Stunning” Steve, 
though ... The Nasty Boys looked 
good in beating WCW tag champs 
Paul Orndorff and Paul Roma in 
several non-title bouts. | think it’s 
only a matter of time before Jerry 
Sags and Brian Knobs become 
three-time WCW World tag team 
champions. 

Sid Vicious somehow manages 
to hold on to the USWA heavy- 
weight title he won from Lawler in 
July. He was lucky to escape with 
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his life after a meeting with The 
Undertaker. Undertaker had him all 
but finished after executing a “tomb- 
stone” piledriver, but Spellbinder 
interfered and got Sid disqualified. 

The Gangstas are still Smoky 
Mountain tag team champions, even 
after some wild brawls with The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express. Rick 
Morton and Robert Gibson, mean- 
while, took a brief trip to Japan to 
compete in the WAR promotion. 

Tammy Fytch is vowing to do 
anything in her power to make sure 
Boo Bradley stays in her stable 
and stops listening to Cactus Jack 
... Ole Anderson tells me his son 
Bryant is the best Anderson ever to 
don the tights. He’s off to a good 
start, holding his own in a feud with 
SMW’s Tracey Smothers. 

Steve Williams’ reign as Japan’s 
Triple Crown champion lasted but 
55 days. He was beaten by Tosh- 
iaki Kawada ... Norio Honaga won 
a tournament to determine a new 
IWGP junior heavyweight champ. 
Jushin Liger had vacated the title 
after injuring his ankle. 
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by Gill Apter 


WWA heavyweight champion 
“Friendly” Frank Finnegan has 
shown signs of turning rulebreaker 
in recent matches against Sgt. 
Slaughter and Johnny Rodz ... 
Sabu suffered a shoulder injury dur- 
ing a match against Chris Benoit in 
November. He was replaced (during 
the match) by 911, who got the win. 

Dusty Rhodes says he isn’t 
making a full-time comeback, but he 


DUSTY RHODES 


continues to wrestle occasionally. 
Maybe he wants a shot at Hogan ... 
Mo (of Men on a Mission) is back. 
He beat Spellbinder on a USWA 
card, then helped his old friend 
Mabel when he was double-teamed 
by Sid Vicious and Spellbinder ... 
The Fantastics—Bobby Fulton 
and Tommy Rogers—recently 
made their WCW debut ... Finally, 
my longshot vote for Feud of the 
Year: Caveman Firpo_ vs. 
Caveman Broda in River City 
Wrestling. Like | said, it’s a long- 
shot. 

That's all for now. See you at the 
matches! Oo 


TU, BRUTUS? As thespians go, © > 
Hulk Hogan is not exactly cut out / 


for the works of William Shake- 
speare. But you couldn't blame him if he 
called on the immortal bard to describe 
the events of October 23, 1994, when 
the senate once again turned on the 
sport's emperor. 

Hogan had beaten Ric Flair in a steel 
cage match at Halloween Havoc, send- 
ing the “Nature Boy” into the unchartered 
wilderness of retirement. As usual, the 
full complement of lackeys and hangers- 
on was present, making sure Hogan's 
defense of the WCW World title would be a smooth 
one. 

Well, almost the full complement. Manager and long- 
time friend Jimmy Hart was there, lending ringside 
assistance. Newfound buddy and fellow thespian Sting 
was there, also offering timely help. And Mr. T, another 
colleague of both the small and big screen, was the 
special guest referee. 

However, Brutus Beefcake was not at ringside. He 
left after the prematch introductions. No one had made 
a better career of being an entourage member than 
Beefcake, whose enduring friendship with Hogan 
always obscured the small detail that he is without any 
redeeming skills. For nearly his entire life, Beefcake has 
been the loyal lapdog to Hogan. 

And why shouldn’t he have been? They were child- 
hood friends long before Hogan adopted Beefcake as 
his tag team partner. When Beefcake was nearly killed 
in a parasailing accident in 1990, Hogan was among 
the first at his hospital bedside and remained with him 
until the ordeal was over. 

When Beefcake was attacked by Money Inc. upon 
his return to wrestling in 1993, it was Hogan who came 
out of retirement and to his rescue. Hogan also offered 
him a small role on his new television program, Thunder 
In Paradise. 

Loyalty has always been important to Hogan, who 
has been the sport’s shepherd since winning the WWF 
World title in 1984. He lost a large part of his flock with 
his venture into acting, which produced several bad 
films and plenty of snickers. His involvement in the 
steroid scandal that plagued the sport made some won- 
der if he was leading the lambs to slaughter. 

With a better idea of what vitamins Hogan had really 
been taking, fans greeted his repeated comeback 
attempts with more of a why than a wow. One of 
wrestling’s strongest men took a tremendous beating 
outside the ring as nearly all of the forces that once 
praised him—including this family of magazines—were 
suddenly trying to bury him. 

All except Beefcake, who steadfastly remained in 
support of his friend throughout all of the turmoil. Hogan 


With Chris Bernucca 


"| may have never taught Beefcake any- 
thing about being a wrestler, but he had 
showed him plenty about being a friend. 
When Beefcake’s life became a living 
hell, Hogan was there for him. Now it 
was Beefcake’s turn to do the same. 
Beefcake was there when Hogan, 
against the better judgment of the crit- 
ics, ventured into television. Beefcake 
was there when Hogan ventured into 
WCW and heard a few jeers. And 
Beefcake supported Hogan when he 
ventured into a courtroom to give testi- 
mony that could have destroyed his 


career. 

But Beefcake was not there when Hogan ventured 
into the cage for his final showdown with Flair. Prior to 
one meeting, Hogan had been clubbed on the knee by 
a masked man in a black outfit and Flair had been 
accused of orchestrating the attack. 

With the memory still fresh in his mind, Hogan used 
his buddies to insulate himself from a similar assault. 
Hart prevented Sherri from interfering on Flair’s behalf. 


(Continued on page 58) 


Brutus Beefcake showed everyone where his true loyalties lie 
when he turned against Hulk Hogan. It’s a shame Beefcake 
showed so little respect to the “Hulkster” when Hogan had 
always been loyal to him. 
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THE MOST CELEBRATED MAGAZINE 
EVENT OF THE YEAR! 


°100 power-packed pages °The wild and wacky “1994: 
bursting with color! The Year In Review” 

e Achievement ’94 award winners eAn extensive collection of 
in 11 important categories! _ “PWI SuperStats” 

Your own “Unofficial / Official ¢ Special year-end columns 
Awards” for 1994 and features 


The incredible 100-page super-spectacular year-end collector's edition of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated is cover-dated March 1995 and goes on sale 
December 27, 1994. It’s sure to be a newsstand sellout, so get yours early! 
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Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


by David Rosenbaum 


IC FLAIR WOULDN'T have 
= accepted a retirement 

match against anyone, not 
even Jean Paul LeVeque, if 
he wasn’t perfectly content 
with the idea of retirement. 
Anyone who thinks other- 
wise is either celebrating too 
much over Hulk Hogan’s 
victory at Halloween Havoc 
94, gloating too much over 
Flair’s departure, or both. 

As for you people who 
are happy about Flair’s 
retirement: Would you have 
felt the same if Big Van 
Vader retired Flair at 
Starrcade 93? | didn’t think 
so. 

You know, Rush Lim- 
baugh won't find a friend in 
this column, but he will find 
a listener who appreciates 
his ability to articulate a 
position and explain a 
stance when something 
happens that seemingly | 
proves him wrong. 

Recently, for example, 
New York City Mayor Rudy 
Guiliani—a Republican— 
endorsed New York Gov- 
ernor Mario Cuomo—a liber- 
al Democrat—in a close 


race against George Pataki, an 
upstart candidate. Pataki, an 
unknown who had the full backing 
of the Republican party and U.S. 
Senator Alfonse D’Amato, was in 
a close race with Cuomo; 
Guiliani’s decision to back the 
Democrat was startling. It made 
front-page news in the New York 
Times, which congratulated 
Guiliani for acting in the best inter- 
ests of the city instead of along 
party lines. 

Limbaugh, a Guiliani supporter, 
wasn't impressed. Guiliani was 
wrong to endorse Pataki, Lim- 
baugh said, adding there was 
nothing noble about Guiliani 
crossing of party lines. Why, 
Limbaugh asked on his radio 
show, is it only noble when a 


Ric Flair pounds a closed fist into Hulk Hogan’s skull. The 
“Nature Boy” didn’t mind wrestling in a retirement match, 
speculates David Rosenbaum, because he simply didn’t 
mind the idea of retiring. 


Republican crosses party lines, 
but not noble when a Democrat 
does the same? And why is it that 
when there’s a deadlock in 
Congress or the Senate, Repub- 
licans are always accused of not 
playing fair and making conces- 
sions, but Democrats are never 
asked to do the same? 

Anyway, Limbaugh made his 
point. 

So I’m going to do the same 
with what seems to be a lose-lose 
situation. 

Hogan retained the WCW 
World title in his Halloween Havoc 
defense against Flair, which was 
bad. Then Flair was forced to 
retire in accordance with the terms 
of the match, also bad. 

Not so fast. 

Logic says this wasn’t 
as bad for Flair as it looks. 
Right about now, Flair’s 
probably lounging around 
his pool with his lovely 
wife, Beth, and their 
grown children. Maybe 
Sherri Martel is serving 
cocktails or showing off 
her new line of lingerie 
noir. The Flairs are plan- 
ning a mid-winter trip to 
the Bahamas. Maybe 
they'll spend Christmas in 
New York City. There'll be 
no Starrcade date for Flair 
in 1994. 

Translation: Flair 
wouldn’t have taken the 
retirement match if he 
wasn’t ready to retire. He 
obviously was ready to 
retire last December when 
he wrestled Vader at 
Starrcade ‘93, but luck 
and his body said other- 
wise. The time finally 
came 10 months later. 

The point is that nobody 
puts their career on the 

(Continued on page 60) 
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HOTLINE 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \N y, 


magazine has all the inside information you want 
AN 


and it’s only a phone call away. 


If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 

Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
itle changes and transactions 

Pay-per-view reports 

Wrestler of the week 


Plus #8 8 Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the United 
Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and 48p at all other times, incl. VAT. 


Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 2074/01-94 


thes 
Insider 


by Eddie Ellner 


N ENCOURAGING TREND 
A: started in the pages of 

INSIDE WRESTLING in the Winter 
1994 issue. A group of wrestlers were 
asked about the O.J. Simpson case 
and their opinions were compiled and 
published in the magazine. It wasn’t, 
as some readers wrote to complain, a 
shameless merchandising ploy by the 
publishers of this family of magazines. 

“Why was O.J.’s picture on the 
cover?” asked J. Nathaniel Hortense 
of Philadelphia. “He has nothing to do 
with wrestling.” According to one of 
the editors, the decision to prominent- 
ly display Simpson’s face on the cover 
was an “artistic decision.” 

Hey, I’m satisfied. In fact, | thought 
the idea was so wonderful that | 
polled several more wrestlers about 
late-breaking news and stories mak- 


You think Barry Windham is just some 
big lug who doesn’t have a brain in his 
head? As usual, you’re wrong. | talked 
to the “Lone Wolf” and he has some 
interesting theories on the problems in 
the Middle East. 


ing headlines. Imagine my surprise 
when | got some fairly intelligent 
answers (only from rulebreakers, of 
course). If wrestlers can keep pace 
with the ever-shifting geopolitical land- 
scape of the world in which we live, 
there’s no excuse for readers not turn- 
ing their attention from the comics 


prominent physicians? 

Big Van Vader answers: “No ... 
yes ... | don’t know. What does the 
research show? Nothing else is work- 
ing, so they might as well try some- 
thing extreme.” 

Question: Do you think Demo- 
cratic candidates should have down- 
played their ties to President Clinton 
in the recent elections? 

Ric Flair answers: “The need to 
assert independence was particularly 
keen among candidates who deemed 
their races close. Clinton’s policy on 
Somalia, health care, and relations 
with Haiti are too controversial for 
Democrats running for election in con- 
servative areas. When | was champi- 


It would be wise for Democratic leaders to distance themselves from President 
Clinton, notes Ric Flair. According to the “Nature Boy,” Clinton's controversial 
policies could hurt fellow Democrats at the polls. 


every now and then. That is, assum- 
ing they know how to find a newspa- 
per is in the first place. 

Question: Do you think there can 
be peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians? 

Barry Windham answers: “If they 
can endure the inevitable violence of 
splinter terrorist groups that do not 
want peace to happen. If not, | think 
the chances of their differences being 
settled peacefully are slim.” 

Question: Should malaria-infested 
blood be used as a treatment for AIDS 
patients, as is advocated by several 


on, a lot of the young guys were 
scared to associate with me. They 
were right—you need to make your 
own mark in this world, not rely on 
someone else to help you.” 

Question: Should vegetarians be 
allowed to eat honey? 

Marcus Alexander Bagwell ans- 
wers: “Real vegetarians believe it is 
morally wrong to use products derived 
from animals. They won’t even wear 
leather. Honey is off-limits, since it’s 
harvested from bees, just as milk is 
taboo since it’s harvested from cows. | 

(Continued on page 59) 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
lilustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s 
wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 

to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 

the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 
week, 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW/ Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 

* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 

* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


He WON'T RETURN 


ROBBY HEENAN LEAVES WINE, A \) 
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single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 
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(Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only. 
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Assignment 


By Liz Hunter 


HE FIRST THING | learned 
in journalism school was to 
listen with open ears and 
look with open eyes. While talk is 
plentiful and cheap, you can find 
out what a person really means by 
watching their movements—a 
facial tic, a tapping foot, wander- 
ing eyes. Hear what others don’t, 
see what others can’t, and you will 
find the hidden truths, one of my 
freshman year pro- 
fessors lectured 
me. 

The entire wrest- 
ling world is abuzz 
with the Brutus 
Beefcake scandal. 
Could you ask for 
better copy? The 
Father of Turncoats 
reincarnated as a & 
pro wrestler. Even 
the most veteran 
reporters didn’t see 
this one coming. 

“lm ashamed to 
say it, but my mouth 
was open so wide 
you could count my 
fillings,” my fellow 
contributing editor, 
Matt Brock, joked. 
“This was unexpect- 
ed.” 


rent target, Hulk Hogan. “You 
think you Know someone and, 
bam, everything changes!” 

| am here to tell you that 
Beefcake’s defection is not as 
unexpected as Brock or Hogan 
believes. In fact, had we listened 
harder, there’s a man in Tampa, 
Florida—and two women—who 


have been predicting this exact 
scenario for a few years. Rewind 
to 1990. 

It is a few days before Brutus 
Beefcake has several bones in his 
face broken in a parasailing acci- 
dent. He is at the dock where he 
and good buddy Hulk Hogan keep 
their boats. They are old friends, 
so close that many confuse them 
for brothers. But today Beefcake 


is not talking kindly about his old 
friend. 

“Brutus was madder than hell,” 
recalls the dockmaster, Leopold 
Jones. “Hogan had been traveling 
for eight months and he had 
Brutus taking care of his boat, as 
if Brutus was a cabin boy or 
something. Brutus was complain- 
ing about it to whoever would lis- 
ten. Of course, not many people 


listened, since they all considered 
taking care of Hulk’s boat an 
honor. 

“lll never forget what Brutus 
told me. He said, ‘It’s only an 
honor if you’re a German shep- 
herd. Otherwise, it’s slavery.’ | 
asked what he meant, but he 
didn’t talk much more. Almost like 
he was scared he said too much.” 

A few days later, while assisting 


Hulk Hogan was at Brutus Beefcake’s side when he finally came back after his devastating parasail- 
ing accident. Perhaps Hogan took too much credit for Beefcake’s recovery and that’s why he eventu- 
“It’s the hardest ally attacked the “Hulkster.” 


thing I’ve ever had 
to face in my career,” said 
Beefcake’s former friend and cur- 


a friend who was about to take 
flight parasailing, Beefcake suf- 
fered a terrible injury that kept him 
in and out of hospitals for nearly 
two years. In a much-publicized 
show of loyalty, Hogan appeared 
on national television and 
implored his “Hulkamaniacs” to 
pray for his friend’s recovery. It 
was a terribly moving speech, 

(Continued on page 62) 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


SPEGIAL SELECTION OF 


{ 
4 


Over the past few years, these special issues of The 
Wrestler and Inside Wrestling have become coveted by 
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collectors the world over. Now, in limited quantities, 
they are available to you for the low price of just $5 
each! Be sure to complete your collection today! 


WINTER 1994 


JANUARY 1986 WRESTLER includes a dynamic 
four-page full-color section celebrating the 10 grea- 
test wrestlers of the Wrestler years. Featured in 
color: Bruno Sammartino, Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, and 
Dusty Rhodes. 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 
12-page section, 1992: The Year In Pictures,” that 
details all the most important events, both in and out 
of the ring, of that remarkable year in the mat sport. 


MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 
12-page section, “1993: The Year In Pictures,” de- 
foiling all the most important happenings, both in 
and out of the ring, A those nothtle 12 months in 
the mat sport. 


JUNE 1994 WRESTLER is an 88-page spectacu- 
lar featuring 20 pages of “The stuff all fans should 
know’—the best wrestling quiz ever! What's your 
wrestling 10? Find out with this issue! Features four 
full-color pinups! 
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SEPTEMBER 1994 WRESTLER 88 pages of 
excitement—including the lively and candid “WWF 
Midyear Report,” a review of the WWF through the 
first half of the year! Includes four color pinups! 


WINTER 1994 WRESTLER includes the must-read 
bonus section, “Wrestling From A To Z’—an alphabeti- 
cal array of wrestling trends and turmoil! Four full-color 
pinups complete this sensational 88-page package! 


MARCH 1990 INSIDE WRESTLING looks back at 
the decade of the '80s with a dazzling eight-page full- 
color section and a year-by-year review of the most sig- 
nificant events in the sport. Must reading for all fans! 


JANUARY 1993 INSIDE WRESTLING presents 
a stunning 12-page bonus full-color section covering 
the WWF's SummerSlam ’92 extravaganza and 
Clash of the Champions XX. 


JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offers the 
most extensive coverage of SummerSlam ‘93 and 
Fall Brawl anywhere: seven pages of analysis plus 
two pages of full-color highlights from each card! 
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P.O. BOX 910 ! 

FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 1 
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APRIL 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes the 
first-ever Inside Wrestling computer tournament! 
You won't believe who wins—or how! This 88-page 
issue's four-page color section includes an action 
centerfold—from the tournament?! 


JULY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes 21 
pages of one-of-a-kind prognostications as Inside 
Wrestling looks into the sport’s future and reports 
back to you! Coverage in this 88-page issue includes 
a four-page pinup section! 


OCTOBER 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING presenis 
the bold and brassy “WCW Midyear Report,” a 15- 
page overview of the first half of 1994. Four full- 
color pinups fill out this 88-page special edition. 


WINTER 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING They're 
here: Wrestling’s half-decade awards! The best— 
and worst!—of the ‘90s. ..so far!...honored in a 
ne section! A four-page color section highlights 
this 88-page must-read! 
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CAPSULE PROFILE 


RAZOR RAMON 


HE “BAD GUY” wears the 

gold again. After years of 
hearing fans say he didn’t 

live up to his potential, Miami 
native Razor Ramon has become 
one of the most dominant athletes 
in the WWF ... The 6'8", 287- 
pounder became a two-time 
Intercontinental champion in 
August when he defeated Diesel 
for the belt at SummerSlam (“The 
gold is back where it belongs”) ... 
Ten-year veteran was trained by 
Harley Race, Pat O’Connor, Rick 
Martel, and Curt Hennig 
(‘The best only get trained 
by the best”) ... Has wres- 
tled under the name Scott 
Hall, The Diamond Studd, 
and Starship Coyote ... 
Held the AWA World tag 
team title with Curt Hennig 
for four months in 1986 ... 
Competed in Florida for a 
while, where he chal- 
lenged Lex Luger; the 
match was never signed 
(“Everyone was afraid of 
the ‘Bad Guy’”) ... Met 
“Diamond” Dallas Page in 
1990; the manager gave 
him a complete makeover, 
including slick-backed hair 
and dark glasses ... 
Entered WCW in 1991, 
where he started using the | 
“Razors edge” (then | 
Known as the “Diamond 
death drop”) as a finisher 
... Disappeared from the == 
federation in 1992, even- 


ance with Hennig, Bobby Heenan, 
and Ric Flair (“That's three guys 
you can’t trust”) ... Claimed he, 
not Randy Savage, was the real 
“Macho Man,” and interfered in the 
match in which Flair regained the 
WWF World title from Savage in 
September 1992 ... Lost by sub- 
mission to World champion Bret 
Hart at the 1993 Royal Rumble 
(“That was a different Razor 
Ramon’) ... Started to struggle, 
losing to Tatanka, Hennig, and 
Crush ... Though he was still a 
rulebreaker, Ramon had fans on 
his side when he beat Bob 
Backlund at WrestleMania IX 


: : Razor Ramon is one of the toughest and cockiest wrestlers 
tually resurfacing in the in the WWF, but it took him a while to capture a title in the 
WWF... Formed an alli- federation. He is now a two-time Intercontinental champion. 


(‘They appreciate great talent and 
machismo”) ... Suffered a humili- 
ating loss to The Kid on WWF 
Monday Night Raw in May 1993 
... Weeks later, Ted DiBiase and 
Irwin R. Schyster made fun of him, 
offering him a job as their maid 
(‘No one humiliates the ‘Bad Guy’ 
like that”) ... Turned fan favorite 
and pinned DiBiase at Sum- 
merSlam ’93 ... Won the I-C title 
for the first time when he beat Rick 
Martel in a tournament final after 
Shawn Michaels had been 
stripped of the belt (“It was only a 
matter of time before the best 
wrestler in the world became a 
champion”) ... Dominated 
a subsequent feud with 
Schyster ... Michaels soon 
returned to the WWF 
claiming he was the real 
Intercontinental champion 
... His feud with Ramon 
was one of the most excit- 
ing of 1994 and it culmi- 
nated in a thrilling ladder 
match at WrestleMania X 
that was won by Ramon; 
the bout was named 
Match of the Half-Decade 
by The Wrestler (“Great 
wrestlers find ways to win 
big matches”) ... Lost the 
I-C title to Diesel in April 
after Michaels interfered 
... Reached the finals of 
the 1994 King of the Ring 
tournament, but lost to 
Owen Hart after Jim 
Neidhart interfered (“Owen 
is king of nothing!”) ... Has 
successfully defended the 
title against Hart, Back- 
lund, and others in his 
second I-C reign. 
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Where Are They 


Pa Sw BAE 


=" 
% . RICK STEAMBOAT 


| As of press time, 

| Steamboat was still 

attending rehabilita- 

| tion sessions in 

»| Charlotte, North 

a Carolina, for back 

injuries he sustained 

4,| several months ago. 

*j) His doctors have 

told him that surgery 

could correct the 

" problem to an ex- 

tent, but he may not 

— be the same physi- 

cally as he was before the injury. If he goes back 

) to wrestling and reinjures himself, he may never 

be able to compete again. “The Dragon’ is still try- 

ing to decide whether to continue his career or 
take a more cautious approach. 


JACQUES 
ROUGEAU 
“Quebecer’ Jacques 
retired from the mat 
sport after winning 
his final match on 
October 21 in Mon- 
treal. He defeated 
his former partner 
Pierre in front of a 
sellout crowd at the 
Forum. These days, 
Jacques is involved 
in running several 
fitness centers in 
Canada and a lot more. “| love playing golf every 
day | can,” he joked. Jacques’ wife and two chil- 
dren are happy that their father is home a lot more 
often than he had been during the years he was 
an active competitor. 


Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month 
we will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


LUDVIG BORGA 
After leaving the 
WWF for a few 
months because of 
an ankle injury, 
Borga tells us he 
3 tried to get back 
into the federation, 
but was not wel- 
come. “They told 
me that The Un- 
dertaker, Bret 
Hart, and that fool- 
ish, phony Amer- 
ican Lex Luger 
said they would all quit if | came back because 
they are so afraid of me.” You can decide 
whether he is telling the truth. In the meantime, 
he has been wrestling in several different inde- 
pendent organizations. 


PRINCE KHARIS 
Upset that their 
man has not 
brought a title back 
to his homeland, 
Kharis’ handlers 
have taken him 
back to Egypt and 
hired a new trainer; 
they hope this man 
will improve Kharis’ 
performances once 
he is allowed to 
return to the United 
States. “We had 
hoped the Smoky Mountain heavyweight cham- 
pionship would be brought to Egypt, but Kharis 


| was unable to accomplish that goal,” manager 


Ahmed Massad toid us. “Perhaps soon we'll be 
ready to conquer their world again.” 
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PLUS: Each month, three runners-up 
will receive a free PWI T-shirt! 


Take the PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CHALLENGE and go 
head to head with the editors of PWI in the trivia match of your 
life! If you can answer seven consecutive questions correctly— 
without getting pinned—you can earn the title “Undisputed 


Wrestling Trivia Champ” and win $100 or a PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED T-shirt! ALL-NEW QUESTIONS! 


If you can answer the following questions, you could be 
the next $100 winner! 


What manager brought Hulk Hogan to the WWF in 1979? 
1) Capt. Lou Albano 
2) The Grand Wizard 
3) Fred Blassie 
e 4) Arnold Skaaland 
Which of the following wrestlers did Lex Luger not defeat to capture 
one of his four U.S. heavyweight titles? 
1) Nikita Koloff 
q u i 2) Dusty Rhodes 
3) Michael Hayes 


4) Stan Hansen 


True or False: Dusty Rhodes was once mai rulebreaki 
Na 7 ae Gary Hatt oe eee : 
FA we H False 


How did Ric Flair severely injure his back in October 1975? 


1) Airplane crash 
$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 2 Ring injpry pocelons 
4) None of the above 


ey This service is available on both rotary-dialed How did you do? nee up for the challenge and want to 


and touch-tone phones. your 


to work, call now and go for the $100! 


WRESTLING CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 

Call as often as you like. The contest begins Nov 1, 1994, and runs through January 31, 1995. There is no age restriction to participate. The charge for each call is $1.49 
per minute, The contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to par- 
ticipate. Void in MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via second-chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent 
on the number of entries, Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PW TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333. 
To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions correctly and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing of one $100 winner. From Nov 1, 1994, until January 
31, 1995, a total of 9 PWI T-shirts (retail value $19.95 each) will be awarded. London Publishing Co. will select the winners. No substitutions allowed. 
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NIAGARA FALLS, NY 
BY CHRIS CAPITUMINO 


ANAHEIM, CA 
BY DOUG HARLAND 


BRET HART 
VS. 
JIM NEIDHART 


Neidhart was so eager to win the WWF World title 
that he attacked Bret before the bell. Bret ducked “The 
Anvil's” attempted clothesline and soon locked him in a 
“sharpshooter.” But Jeff Jarrett ran into the ring to 
break that up and “The Hitman” took quite a beating. 
When Bret was later thrown over the top rope, he land- 
ed on his feet and blasted Jarrett, who was at ringside. 
When Bret was ready to put Neidhart in the “sharp- 
shooter” again, Jarrett got up on the ring apron and 
grabbed Bret’s arms. Neidhart took a swing at Hart, 
but Bret ducked and he hit Jarrett instead. Bret rolled 
up Neidhart for the pin. 

OTHER BOUTS: The Bushwhackers beat Well 
Dunn ... Mabel beat Kwang the Ninja ... Jeff Jarrett 
beat Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly ... WWF World Women's 
champion Alundra Blayze beat Bull Nakano ... WWF 
World tag team champions Diesel & Shawn Michaels 
beat Headshrinkers Fatu & Sionne by disqualification 
... The Undertaker beat Yokozuna in a casket match. 
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HACKSAW DUGGAN 
VS. 
STEVE AUSTIN 


NEWS FROM THE 


MEMPHIS, TN 
BY PHIL SEAWRIGHT 


$ID VICIOUS 
Vs. 
THE UNDERTAKER 


“Stunning” Steve got another chance to regain the 
WCW U.S. title when he squared off against the patriot- 
ic Duggan at the Convention Center. Austin tried to 
psych out the champion by stalling early in the match, 
but it didn't work, Duggan got the best of Austin for 
several minutes, using several clotheslines and shou!- 
derblocks. But Austin pulled a foreign object out of his 
tights, hit Duggan, and got a three-count. As the refer- 
ee raised his arm, the object fell to the mat, Duggan 
was declared the winner by disqualification. 

OTHER BOUTS: WCW TV champ Johnny B. Badd 
pinned Jean Paul LeVeque ... Sting beat Lord Steven 
Regal ... Honky Tonk Man beat Brion Pillman ... 
Dave Sullivan and Kevin Sullivan wrestled to a double- 
countout ... Marcus Bagwell & The Patriot defeated 
Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma ... Dustin Rhodes & The 
Nasty Boys beat Arn Anderson, Bunkhouse Buck, & 
Terry Funk ... WOW World champion Hulk Hogan beat 
Ric Flair by disqualification. 


The Undertaker got a huge ovation from the crowd 
that came to see him battle the USWA champ at the 
Mid-South Coliseum, Undertaker caught Vicious with a 
boot to the face early in the match, but Sid shook it off. 
After choke-slamming Undertaker, he was ready to pin 
him, but Undertaker quickly rose to his feet. As the 
action moved outside the ring, Sid smashed a chair 
across Undertaker's back. Undertaker, however, con- 
tinued to fight back. Back inside the ring, he covered 
Vicious after delivering a “tombstone” piledriver. As 
the referee was making the count, Spellbinder entered 
and got Sid disqualified. Afterward, Undertaker sent 
both men fleeing when he clotheslined them. 

OTHER BOUTS: Sgt. Victor beat Jeff Gaylord ... 
The Moondogs beat Reggie B. Fine & Spellbinder ... 
Scott Bowden pinned Randy Hales in a lumberjack 
strap match ... USWA Southern champion Tommy Rich 
wrestled Buddy Landell to a double-countout ... Miss 
Texas heat Fantasia ... PG-13 defeated The Phantoms. 


WRESTLING CAPITALS 


JOHNSON CITY, TN 
BY MILLICENT GILLINGHAM 


TONY ANTHONY 
VS. 
BRUISER BEDLAM 


There was more at stake in this match than 
Anthony's Smoky Mountain heavyweight title. If 
Anthony lost, he was to receive 10 lashes with a belt. If 
Bedlam lost, both he and manager Jim Cornette had to 
take five. It turned out to be quite a brawl, but the 
"Dirty White Boy” was eventually disqualified for slug- 
ging the referee. He told the fans he was a man of his 
word and took five lashes from Bedlam and five from 
Cornette. When the two rulebreakers continued their 
assault, Tracey Smothers ran in to help Anthony. 
Smothers got the belt from Bedlam and took a few 
shots at his adversaries before they fled to the dressing 
room. 

OTHER BOUTS: Anthony Michaels defeated 
Steve Skyfire ... Tracey Smothers and Bryant 
Anderson wrestled to a 20-minute time-limit draw ... 
Boo Bradley defeated Lance Storm ... Smoky 
Mountain tag team champions The Gangstas defeated 
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express. 
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OAKLAND, CA 
BY AMY PILLERS 


fe eS 


BRIAN PILLMAN 
VS. 
HONKY TONK MAN 


This match between a popular high-flyer and 
WCW’s number-one Elvis Presley impersonator took a 
while to start as Honky Tonk Man was reluctant to lock 
up with his opponent. When it did start, Honky Tonk’s 
offense consisted mostly of kicks and punches, while 
Pillman knocked his foe down with some aerial moves. 
Unfortunately, he tried too many. As Pillman went for 
a flying bodypress, HTM ducked ond “Flyin’ Brian” hit 
the mat. HTM quickly pinned him for the victory. 

OTHER BOUTS: WCW TV champ Johnny B. Badd 
beat Jean Paul LeVeque ... Sting pinned Lord Steven 
Regal ... Dustin Rhodes & The Nasty Boys beat Arn 
Anderson, Bunkhouse Buck, & Col. Rob Parker ... 
Kevin Sullivan and Dave Sullivan wrestled to a double- 
countout ... U.S. champ Hacksaw Duggan beat Steve 
Austin by disqualification ... WCW World tag team 
champs Marcus Bagwell & The Patriot beat Paul 
Orndorff & Paul Roma ... WCW World champ Hulk 
Hogan beat Ric Flair. 


HERSHEY, PA 
BY JOHN STONE 


LTT 


ALUNDRA BLAYZE 
VS. 
BULL NAKANO 


The WWF World Women’s champion was again 
challenged by the brawny Japanese rulebreaker, who 
was managed by loony Luna Vachon. Nakano tried 
everything she could to inflict pain on Blayze, but as 
most people know, Alundra can take a lot of abuse and 
still come back strong. Nakano attempted to bite 
Blayze numerous times and pulled her hair throughout 
the bout. The fans, however, rallied behind Blayze and 
she rode their cheers to another sensational victory; 
she finished Nakano off with her favorite maneuver, 
the German waistlock suplex. 

OTHER BOUTS: The Bushwhackers defeated Well 
Dunn ... Bob “Spark Plug” Holly defeated Kwang the 
Ninja ... Jeff Jarrett pinned The Kid with his feet on 
the ropes ... Diesel pinned Headshrinker Sionne ... 
Lex Luger and Tatanka wrestled to a double-countout 
... WWE World champion Bret Hart defeated Jim 
Neidhort ... The Undertaker defeated Yokozuna in a 
casket match. 


man fan for a long time. 
Reminds me a little of 
) Verne Gagne, but | won't 
hold that against him. Any- 
way, |’m holed up in my 
= apartment waiting for a call 
from Jim Cornette to com- 
ment on a story | was work- 
ing on, when | received the 
type of phone call that would 
give a lesser man night- 
mares—and that, to any 
viewer of Dabney’s Madman 
Of The People program 
(great show, by the way), proves 
once again that life truly does imi- 
tate art. “Uncle Matt? It’s Brandi,” 
the voice at the other end of the 
phone said. It took me a second to 
realize who it was: Brandi Man- 
kiewicz. My niece. Hadn’t heard 
from her in over a year. So why 
was she calling now? 
“Listen, Uncle Matt, | have 
a problem with your col- 
umn for the February 
issue. Paragraph four. 
Second sentence. Doesn't 
that sound a little sexist to 
you?” Now, | had no idea 
how she got hold of my 
February column, since the 
issue hadn’t even been put 
to bed yet, and | couldn't 
imagine why she would 
think that I’d care about what she 
thinks about one of my columns. 
Then it hit me. Or, rather, she hit 
me. “Who cares what you think, 
Brandi? Why are you calling?” | 
said. Brandi thought she knew 
everything about journalism even 
before she attended one of those 
fancy journalism schools in the 
Northeast. Now she thinks she’s 
Connie Chung. “Haven't they told 
you, Uncle Matt? I’m working here 
at Inside Wrestling now. I'll be 
proofing your copy!” At this point, | 
was wishing the nearest double- 
Dewars straight-up was in my 
hand instead of two blocks away, 
and that | hadn’t decided to give 
up cigars. Stu Saks was itching for 
a bruising for not letting me know 


"ve been a Dabney Cole- 


e- 


Matt Brock's [w@eu n 
Speaking 


Harder than nails, 
veteran wrestling 
reporter Matt Brock 
has logged more 
miles covering 
wrestling than any 
other journalist. 
Every month Matt will 
travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 


what he had done, and then | real- 
ized. Mankiewicz. Brock. How 
could he know? Saks barely 
knows | have a family, for all | talk 
about them, so there’s no way he 
could’ve known that my sister’s 
first daughter has been on my 
case about the way | work my 
beat for the past 23 years or so. 
Suffice to say that | don’t bring 
copies of these magazines to fam- 
ily get-togethers, at least when | 
know she’s going to be there. 
Good grief! Then | recalled a few 
weeks ago when Rosenbaum told 
me about the new body in the 
office. “Some girl,” he said. “Randi 
something or other. Nice phone 
voice. Let’s see if she can edit.” 
Nice going, Rosenbaum. If you 
were around 20 years ago, Ric 
Flair would’ve been Nick Flair. For 
now, I’ve got big problems. The 
devil's gift to journalism is han- 
dling my copy (I can only imagine 
her reaction when she sees this 
replacement item for my lead), 
and she just happens to be my 
niece. We'll see about this. 


he Honky Tonk Man should 
shut up and stop complain- 


ing about how underrated he 


HONKY TONK MAN 
VS. JOHNNY B. BADD 
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is. If anybody started rating 
him or thinking anything of 
him, he’d lose every match 
he wrestled. The man’s 
never been confused with 
a brain surgeon, so how 
can he realize that his lack 
of talent is his greatest 
asset? Johnny B. Badd, 
one of the better wrestlers 
around, steps into the ring 
with Honky Tonk and 
thinks he’s going to have an easy 
time of it, since Honky Tonk is 
such a clown. Ten minutes later, 
Badd finds himself in the fight of 
his life and desperately trying to 
hold on to the U.S. title. Why? 
Because he thought nothing of 
Honky Tonk, and Honky Tonk had 
a little more to offer, that’s why. 
Lou Thesz, one of the greatest 
there ever was, once told me his 
secret to success. “Matt,” Thesz 
said, “when | step into that ring, | 
just assume that the man on the 
other side is the second coming of 
Superman, because maybe he is. 
If I'm going to spend my time 
pulling on my tights and stepping 
into that ring, | might as well be 
ready for the best and give my 
best, because the guy on the other 
side is going to be fighting for his 
life. All men were created equal, 
and | believe that’s especially true 
in the wrestling ring.” Sure 
enough, Thesz lost some matches 
in his day, but he rarely lost to an 
upstart and he always gave it his 
best. Badd would do well to learn 
this lesson. As for Flair losing his 
career match to Hogan: The way | 
see it, Hogan for Flair is no deal at 
all. We've been rooked, fans, and 
it's about time you realized it. 


Center Stage Theatre, taking in 

a WCW TV taping, when some 
leggy broad taps me on the shoul- 
der. “Is this seat taken?” she asks. 
If | didn’t know better, | would’ve 
thought it was a come-on line. 
Maybe it was, but at my age, sub- 
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| *m sitting in the last row at the 


UNDERTAKER VS. YOKOZUNA 


tlety means getting hit 
over the head by a ton of 
bricks. Figured she was 
about my age. Probably a 
real looker in her day. Not 
too bad right now, either. 
She’s getting into the 
matches, and I’m getting 
into my notepad. Finally, 
she starts up a conversa- 
tion. Obviously she can’t 
tell that I’m busy working, 
or she just doesn’t care. | decided 
to be a gentleman. “Matt. Matt 
Brock. Glad to meet you.” “Sheila. 
Sheila Warner.” She’s in town for 
the week visiting relatives. Lives in 
New York City. Brooklyn, a few 
blocks from the E line on the sub- 
way. The E line passes my way, 
too. The conversation in the 
stands was better than the action 
in the ring. 


on’t know how the WWF 
[Dicer finding these great 
old barns, but somebody’s 
doing something right. Back in my 
day, wrestling matches were held 


in creaky old buildings with folding 


ATLANTA, GA 


chairs, balconies, and people 
packed in like sardines in a can. 
Jeez, | hate these huge cookie- 
cutter arenas. The WWF's talent is 
at an all-time low these 
days, but McMahon's 
always been an expert at 
packaging, and he’s doing 
his best job yet. Put the 
two products on a shelf, 
WWF and WCW, and the 
WWF's still looks better, 
even though it isn’t. Razor 
Ramon put his Inter- 
continental title on the line 
against Yokozuna tonight, 
and it was a battle—until 
The Undertaker rolled out 
his casket. Yokozuna’s 
scared to death of death, and he 
showed it by high-tailing it to the 
dressing room the second he 
touched the casket. | hear tell that 
Yoko’s always been a little super- 
stitious, and Ramon was smart to 
take advantage of it. Meanwhile, 
Bret Hart vs. Bob Backlund looks 
to be on tap for a long time, which 
is a helluva lot better than Hart vs. 
Hart. Helluva. Catch that, Brandi. 
Change it to a |ot. O 


ro 
> 
= 
ie) 
en 
© 
< 
oll 
i. 
=] 
=] 


Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


Boo Bradley has a choice: 
stay with the manager who 
has made him successful, or 
turn fan favorite and join 
forces with one of craziest 
men in the sport. It’s a 
tough decision for a man 
who...who...well, who isn’t 


by Dave Lenker 


And Butt-Head for mental stimulation, and his 
idea of educational television is a Barney-thon. 

Boo Bradley is also a rulebreaker. Tammy Fytch 
made him that way, and is doing everything in her 
power to keep him that way. Fytch has found that it’s 
about as easy to control Bradley and win his heart as 
it is to win a dog’s heart. Just feed him and take him 
out for long walks, and he’s all yours. 

But like a dog that isn’t vicious at heart, Boo 
Bradley is a nice guy down deep. Nurture his good 
side, and you could have a lovable fan favorite who 
would bark at—and maybe bite—Fytch if he had the 
chance. 

Cactus Jack, who knows about being both a fan 
favorite and a rulebreaker, is trying to reach that good 
side. He arrived in Smoky Mountain Wrestling saying 
he saw a “kindred spirit’ in the 310-pound simpleton. 
Like two people fighting over the love of an animal, 
Jack and Fytch have found that there are many ways 
to an animal’s heart. 

“Boo Bradley reminds me a lot of me,” Jack said. 
“Ali he ever needed was somebody to give him a 
break. I’m here to help Boo Bradley break free from 
Tammy Fytch and prove to the world that he’s a good 
man who deserves to be treated properly. Right now, 
Boo Bradley is like a whipped dog, and a whipped dog 
snaps at anything that moves. He’s dangerous, but 
he’s miserable. 
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B: BRADLEY IS an idiot. He watches Beavis 


On the rare occasions Tammy Fytch allows Boo Bradley 
off his leash and out of his doghouse, he enjoys playing 
on rides. It is this childlike innocence that fascinates 
Cactus Jack; he wants to rescue Bradley from Fytch. 


h Bradley is vicious In 
taaaing; even the flash of a 
camera can be enough to send 
him running for cover. Jack 
thinks Fytch and Chris Candido 
made him into the madman he 
is and says he won't allow them 
to abuse Boo any longer. 


“Let me tell you something: 
They say you can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks. | mighi be an ear- 
less freak who everybody thinks is 
crazy, but I’m going io find a way 
to teach this old dog something. 
And maybe | mighi just teach 
Tammy Fytch a thing or two along 
the way.” 

Fytch’s abuse of Bradley has 
been sickening. Most women are 
friendly toward animals, who in 
turn love the soft hands and soft 
touch of a female. Bradley would 
probably bite Fytch’s hand if he 
didn’t think it would cost him his 


next meal...of dog food. That is 
exactly what Fytch feeds Boo 
Bradley. He’s been existing on a 
steady diet of Alpo. If he’s obedi- 
ent, she feeds him a couple of dog 
biscuits as a treat, then orders him 
into his doghouse for the night. 

The ASPCA should get a hold 
of this cruel manager and her evil 
sidekick, Chris Candido. They’re 
despicable. Fytch pulls Bradley to 
the ring on a leash, unchains him 
for the match, and puts the leash 
back on when the match is over. 
Bradley’s only real friend is a cat 
named Boots, and now Fytch and 
Candido are threatening to termi- 
nate Boots’ contract with life if 
Bradley doesn’t stop listening to 
Jack. 

“I’m scared,” Bradley recently 
mumbled to a ringside photogra- 
pher after a match. 

“What's that?” Fytch snapped. 

Bradley looked at her with 
puppy-dog eyes and shivered as if 
he had just been swatted with a 
rolled-up newspaper. 

“! know just how evil Fytch and 
Candido can be, but I’m surprised 
they would threaten io kill a poor 
defenseless cat,” said Brian Lee, 
who was once in Fytch’s stable. 
“They’re lower than low. I’m noi 
sure | trust Cactus Jack, either. 
He has at least of couple of 
screws loose in that cracked skull 
of his, but he’d give Bradley the 
chance to act like a human being. 
What’s going on now is revolting. 
Bradley isn’t a very inielligeni kid, 
but he’s a human being. I’m not 
sure | can say the same thing 
about Fytch and Candido.” 

Fytch is a human being—a 
scheming human being who uses 
others for her own gain. It’s an 
accepted fact in the animal irain- 
ing business that few dogs are 
naturally vicious. Dogs musi be 
trained before they'll become vio- 
lent. Pit bulls are often abused by 
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their owners until they become 
killers. By mentally abusing 
Bradley, Fytch has turned him into 
a human pit bull. He’s vicious and 
more concerned with injuring 
opponents than winning matches. 
Fytch has created a monster that 
doesn’t know right from wrong. 

People used to say the same 
kinds of terrible things about 
Cactus Jack. Then Cactus learned 
his lesson. 

“| really do see a little of myself 
in Boo Bradley,” Jack reiterated. 
“It wasn’t until Vader did what he 
did to me that people started to 
realize there was a real person 
inside of me, and that’s when | 
started thinking less about injuring 
my opponents and more about 
winning. People think I’m not too 
smart, either, but | know I’m 
smart. People talk about me 
behind my back, »'#* that’s okay. 
All Boo needs is a little help.” 

Jack’s battle with Fytch has the 
makings of a long feud. As it looks 
now, Bradley will probably join 
forces with Cactus Jack and battle 
Fytch and her men. The fans will 
likely side with Bradley, but what 
will become of him? Happily 
denied of his reason to be 
vicious, will Bradley lose his 
effectiveness? By befriending 
Bradley, Jack could be disarming 
him. It’s an alarming prospect for 
a wrestler who wants to make a 
career in the ring. 


trying to ruin Boo Bradley,” 
Fytch spat. “He’s the only one 
who doesn’t realize that Boo 
doesn’t have half a brain and 
needs to be led around ona 
leash. If it wasn’t for me, Bradley 
wouldn’t be anything but a mutant 
sitting by himself in a doghouse. 
I’ve made him, and now Cactus 
Jack is trying to destroy him. If 
Cactus Jack knew anything, he’d 
know that me and Chris are the 
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only friends Boo ever had. That 
dog /oves his master.” 

But that’s like saying an animal 
loves only the person who feeds 
him. Of course he does. Animals 
don’t know any better. But Cactus 
Jack doesn’t think Boo Bradley is 
an animal. He thinks Bradley is a 
human being. A rough road lies 
ahead for everyone concerned. (1 


THE BEST MATCH 
THAT NEVER WAS: 


VINCE 
MCMAHON 
VS. JERRY, 


Jerry Lawler taunts WWF head Vince 
McMahon in 1993 in Memphis. At the 
time, it appeared a Lawler-McMahon 
bout was a certainty. Since then, legal 
problems have given both other things 
to think about beside each other. 
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JERRY LAWLER I$ 
READY, WILLING, AND 
ABLE. ALL IT WOULD 
TAKE IS VINCE 
MCMAHON'S OKAY, 
AND THE KING OF 
MEMPHIS WILL GO 
HEAD-TO-HEAD WITH 
THE KING OF THE WWF 
IN WHAT WOULD 
CERTAINLY BE ONE 

OF THE MOST 
ENTERTAINING 
MATCHES EVER. READY, 
GLADIATORS? WE ARE! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 

T WAS OCTOBER 11, 1993. At 
Memphis’ Mid-South Coliseum, 

a large crowd of pro-Jerry 
Lawler types was stark raving 
mad. The place resembled a 
junatic asylum. The hometown 
boy had just been wronged by the 
big city slicker, and the people of 
Memphis were in no mood for 
showing Vince McMahon a down- 
home Southern welcome. 

They were ready to lynch him. 

Several weeks earlier, Mc- 
Mahon had enraged Lawler and 
the Memphis fans. McMahon, sit- 
ting in Paul Neighbors’ corner for 
a match against Lawler, tripped 
“The King” as he was chasing 
Neighbors outside the ring. Later 
in the evening, McMahon blasted 
Lawler with a forearm as Pat 
Patterson, McMahon’s bodyguard, 
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held Lawler. 

All of this was the offshoot of 
the on-air verbal quarreling that 
had gone on between McMahon 
and Lawler on WWF telecasts. 
But instead of taking out his frus- 
tration on Lawler during a WWF 
card, the burly promoter used the 
USWA as his stage. It was a bad 
move. 

Lawler, the USWA heavyweight 
champion, was wrestling Randy 
Savage in a rematch of a brawl 
one week earlier that had featured 
the use of fireballs and chains. 
McMahon was in Savage’s corner 


for the rematch, ostensibly offer- 
ing support to the WWF's charge. 
McMahon, however, had more 
than verbal and emotional support 
in mind. 

Savage laid prone on the mat 
as Lawler prepared to finish him 
off. But McMahon grabbed 
Lawler’s tights and pulled him 
down. As Harvey Wippleman, 
Lawler’s second, attacked 
McMahon, Savage dropped an 
elbow into Lawler for the three- 


Today, McMahon and Lawler share the 
WWF broadcast booth. Tomorrow, 
might they share a wrestling ring? It 
would be a sight to see! 


If USWA referee 
Frank Morell hadn’t 
stopped Lawler from 
attacking McMahon 
in 1993, we might 
have witnessed an 
official bout between 
the two! 


count and the title. 

“This is the last 
straw!” an irate Lawler 
said after the match. 
“That gutless Mc- 
Mahon has stuck his 
nose in my business 
for the last time! He 
cost me my belt this 
time! The only way we 
can settle this is right in 
the middle of the ring! 
Let’s go!” 

Heated feelings 
between the USWA 
and the WWF were at 
an all-time high. USWA 
matchmaker Eddie 
Marlin admitted he 
didn’t know what to do 
about McMahon. Inter- 
federation matches 
were taking place on 
WWF and USWA 
cards. WWF | fan 
favorites were treated 


as rulebreakers in the USWA. 
USWA fan favorites were treated 
as rulebreakers in the WWF. 

And then it all ended. 

The McMahon-Lawler match 
never happened. 

Six weeks later, Lawler was 
indicted on rape and sodomy 
charges in Louisville, Kentucky. 
He was eventually cleared of all 
charges. 

One week after that, a federal 
grand jury indicted McMahon on 
charges of possession of anabolic 
steroids and conspiracy to distrib- 
ute them. He, too, was eventually 
cleared of all charges. 

In the meantime, however, 
legal problems overshadowed 
everything else for McMahon and 
Lawler, and their hard feelings 
were put aside. The dream 
matchup between Lawler and 


Could McMahon withstand a blast of fire from “The 
King”? Would Lawler have the nerve to even try such 
a brutal maneuver against the man who could easily 
have him—*ahem*—fired from his job? 
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McMahon never happened. More 
than a year later, it was all but for- 
gotten. 

“| think McMahon and | both 
had other things on our mind for a 
long while,” Lawler said. “But 
things are different now. If you’re 
asking me, no, | haven’t forgotten 
what happened and how he cost 
me the title. Yes, | still think he’s a 
coward that doesn’t have the guts 
to wrestle me face-to-face. That's 
why he tripped me and attacked 
me from behind. And, yes, I’d 
wrestle him. In a minute...which is 
about how long the match would 
last, if that long! 

“Let me say it right now,” 
Lawler said, his voice finally rising 
as if he suddenly remembered all 
that happened in 1993. “I chal- 
lenge that WWF wimp to get into 
the ring with me and wrestle me, 
man-to-wimp. No cornermen, no 
interference. Just me and him. 
Remember what happened the 
last time | wrestled a wimp who 
didn’t belong in a wrestling ring?” 

Lawler is, of course, referring to 
his “matches” a decade ago 
against comedian Andy Kaufman. 
But we won't talk about those 
here. Instead, let’s point out that 
Lawler is a proud man who takes 
wrestling seriously and has no 
room for outsiders like McMahon. 

McMahon? An outsider? Yes. 
In the world of professional sports, 
anyone but an athlete is consid- 
ered an outsider by the competi- 
tors. 

“McMahon’s an outsider. He 
lifts a few weights? Big deal!” 
Lawler said. “So he looks good in 
a suit. Let’s see how far that can 
get him in the ring. The fact of the 
matter is that McMahon talks big 
and likes to throw his money 
around, but he has no guts. | saw 
how he was acting around [Bob] 
Backlund. When Backlund lifted 
his right arm to scratch his fore- 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


head, McMahon jumped 10 feet 
like he was afraid of getting hit!” 

WWF insiders told INSIDE 
WRESTLING that McMahon is 
aware of Lawler’s challenge and is 
deciding whether to accept it. 

“It's a serious deal for 
McMahon,” one source said. “He 
isn’t sure he wants to dredge up 
old differences with Lawler. On 
the other hand, he’s a proud man 
and he doesn’t want it to look like 
he’s backing away from a chal- 
lenge. Vince has serious distaste 
for Lawler, and he’d like to teach 
him a lesson. He just doesn’t 
know if he can.” 

Lawler, a former AWA World 
champion and a future Hall of 
Famer, would be an overwhelming 
favorite against McMahon. Maybe 
it wouldn’t be the matchup of the 
century, but it sure would be fun to 
watch! Oo 


Lawler would welcome the 
opportunity to choke 
McMahon against the ring 
barrier, as he does here to 
Bret Hart. 


GOOD GUYS 
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BELIEVE 


WHOS NEXT! 
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ONE BAD! 


Few things are more 
heartbreaking than 
watching a beloved 
fan favoriteturn bad. 
Bret Hart is theilatest 
WWF superstar to 
show signs of 
change, andthat’s 


“net goodifonhis fans 


or the sport 


By Dave)Rosenbaum 


RESTLING FANS ARE 
used to haying their 
hearts broken, If it isn’t 


one fan favorite becoming aprule- 
breaker and turning his back on 
all/of the fans who supported him 
over the years, it's another. 

Lex Luger has. gone ‘backeand 
forth_between rulebreaking_ and 
fan favoritism So-manyatimes that 
its clear,he doesn’t really care 
what the fans think about him, He 
goes.where hefeels opportunity 
awaits. How can any wrestling fan 
know what Randy Savage is 
going to do, next?@r The Ultimate 
Warrior? Or Sid.Vicious? Or,Arn 
Anderson? 

But there are some wrestlers 
the fans Know they can dépend 


upon. Or so they thought. Bob DiBiase’s Corporation at become a part of the wrestlers’ 
Backlund was a fan favorite for SummerSlam ’94. Backlund went lives, and wrestlers are the only 
two decades and his scientific far back into his past when 
style certainly wouldn’t lend itself he attacked former manager 
to the brash, arrogant ways of a Arnold Skaaland as a pay- 
rulebreaker. back for an incident that 

Or so we thought. occurred in 1983. That’s a 
long time for anger to 
brew. 

Hearts broke. Spirits 
dropped. And wrestling 
fans truly began to say 
to themselves, “If these 
guys can turn bad, any- 
one can.” 

“The last year was a 
very tough year for 
rulebreakers,” said 
broadcaster Gordon 
Solie, who has covered | 
the sport for more than 
35 years. “It concerns 
me. l’ve always felt } 
there are two types of [= 
/ wrestling fans. There | 


Bret has shown frustration in his many 
battles with his brother Owen and some 
observers have detected subile 
changes in his wrestling style and atti- 


Lex Luger (above) and Razor 
Ramon (right) are two of Bret 
Hart’s allies in the WWF, but not 
long ago, he battled both when 
they were rulebreakers. Those 
rivalries could soon be renewed 
if “The Hitman” turns bad. 
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And take Tatanka, the 
Native American who was a 
wonderful role model be- 
cause of his work ethic and 
the way he went about his 
business. He was the classic 
fan favorite. 

Or so we thought. 

In a matter of months, 
wrestling fans watched two 
of wrestling’s greatest 
heroes turn against them, 
betraying not only the fans 
but their families, their pasts, 


e x 


tude. After seeing many of those close 
to him turn bad, he could be question- 
ing his own character. 


athletes | know of that aren’t afraid 
of giving their opponents ammuni- 
tion for the chalkboard. These 
people give their hearts to certain 
wrestlers, but they don’t let go of 
the sport just because a fan 
favorite becomes a rulebreaker. 
They keep following it. 

“But then we have the other 
type of fan, the one who maybe 
was channel surfing one day and 
he came upon a particular 
wrestler who he liked. Well, this 
fan isn’t going to keep watching 
wrestling when his favorite 
becomes a rulebreaker. He’s 
going to feel betrayed and switch 


and themselves. Tatanka shocked love the sport and will follow it no to another sport. 
the wrestling world by attacking matter what. Wrestling is the only “In my opinion, it’s bad for 
Lex Luger and joining Ted _ sport that really lets the fans _ wrestling when fan favorites like 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


GONE BAD‘ 


BELIEVE 
WHO'S NEXT 


upon. Or so they thought. Bob 
Backlund was a fan favorite for 
two decades and his scientific 
style certainly wouldn’t lend itself 
to the brash, arrogant ways of a 
rulebreaker. 

Or so we thought. 


DiBiase’s Corporation at 
SummerSlam ’94. Backlund went 
far back into his past when 
he attacked former manager 
Arnold Skaaland as a pay- 
back for an incident that 
occurred in 1983. That’s a 
long time for anger to 
brew. 

Hearts broke. Spirits 
dropped. And wrestling 
fans truly began to say 
to themselves, “If these 
guys can turn bad, any- 
one can.” 

“The last year was a 
very tough year for 
rulebreakers,” said 
broadcaster Gordon 
Solie, who has covered } 
the sport for more than 
35 years. “It concerns 
me. |’ve always felt 
} there are two types of f 
/ wrestling fans. There 


become a part of the wrestlers’ 
lives, and wrestlers are the only 


Bret has shown frustration in his many 
battles with his brother Owen and some 
observers have detected subtle 
changes in his wrestling style and atti- 


Lex Luger (above) and Razor 
Ramon (right) are two of Bret 
Hart’s allies in the WWF, but not 
long ago, he battled both when 
they were rulebreakers. Those 
rivalries could soon be renewed 
if “The Hitman” turns bad. 


And take Tatanka, the 
Native American who was a 
wonderful role model be- 
cause of his work ethic and 
the way he went about his 
business. He was the classic 
fan favorite. 

Or so we thought. 

In a matter of months, 
wrestling fans watched two 
of wrestling’s greatest 
heroes turn against them, 
betraying not only the fans 
but their families, their pasts, 
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tude. After seeing many of those close 
to him turn bad, he could be question- 
ing his own character. 


athletes | know of that aren’t afraid 
of giving their opponents ammuni- 
tion for the chalkboard. These 
people give their hearts to certain 
wrestlers, but they don’t let go of 
the sport just because a fan 
favorite becomes a rulebreaker. 
They keep following it. 

“But then we have the other 
type of fan, the one who maybe 
was channel surfing one day and 
he came upon a particular 
wrestler who he liked. Well, this 
fan isn’t going to keep watching 
wrestling when his favorite 
becomes a rulebreaker. He’s 
going to feel betrayed and switch 


and themselves. Tatanka shocked 


love the sport and will follow it no 
the wrestling world by attacking matter what. Wrestling is the only 


to another sport. 
“In my opinion, it’s bad for 
wrestling when fan favorites like 
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Lex Luger and joining Ted 


sport that really lets the fans 


Backlund and Tatanka turn bad. 
It's bad for all of us.” 

Fans shudder at the mere 
thought of Hulk Hogan becoming 
a rulebreaker—which seems very 
unlikely at this point—or of what 
would happen if Sting turned 


A little more than a year ago, Bret 
wasn’t too amused by the antics of 
Doink. If the idea of Bret turning rule- 
breaker sounds farfetched, remember 
that the same could have been said of 
Bob Backlund and Tatanka a few 
months ago. 


against the fans. As for WWF 
fans, a turn by one fan favorite 
would shake the very foundation 
of the federation and the sport 
itself. 

What if Bret Hart turned bad? 

It could happen. 

“Bret’s been a little ornery 
recently,” said a WWF fan favorite 
who requested anonymity. “He’s a 
little frustrated. He sees all these 
people who were close to him 
turning bad and now he seems to 
be questioning himself. That could 
be bad. | don’t know if he’s tired or 
just a little sick of the feud with 
Owen, or maybe being champion 
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started to get to him. All | know is 
that he’s not the same Bret he 
was before. He’s quieter. Dif- 
ferent.” 

Bret Hart as a rulebreaker 
wouldn’t be a new concept. He 
was a rulebreaker for years as a 
member of The Hart 
Foundation with Jim 
Neidhart and manager 
Jimmy Hart. Bret’s 
change to fan favorite was 
so thorough, however, 
= that most people have for- 
gotten “The Hitman’s” 
=] darker days. He has 
| become one of the most 
} popular men in the sport 
} and the most popular man 
in the WWF. The feud 


with Owen only reinforced that 
popularity. 

Unfortunately, the WWF fan 
favorite we spoke to is correct 


Bret was a rulebreaker as recently as 1993. He used 
foreign objects and all kinds of dirty tactics to beat 
Jerry Lawler in Memphis. He even took on the hated 
Bert Prentice as his manager for several matches. 


when he says he has detected 
subtle changes in _ Bret’s 
demeanor. The changes seem to 
have started when Bret began 
wrestling Neidhart in singles 
matches. Although Bret won most 
of these matches in decisive fash- 
ion, he was bothered by the idea 
of battling his brother-in-law and 
former teammate. The more Bret 
and Neidhart wrestled, the more 
“The Hitman” realized he wasn’t 
much different than “The Anvil.” 
Now it’s only a matter of how Bret 
acts upon his emotions. 

Bret might not change from 
good to bad. He could remain 
loyal to his family, friends, and 
fans. And, most importantly, to 
himself. Bret has invested too 
much in his singles 
career as a fan favorite 
to throw it all away now. 
i People love him. 

“My son is the one of 
the most trustworthy 
people | know,” said Stu 
Hart. “People might 
think I’m biased be- 
cause |’m Bret’s father, 
but what | say is true. 
He cares about the fans. 
He cares what they think 
of him. Winning matches 
and titles isn’t really 
enough for him. At this 
stage in his career, | 
think he would rather 
lose than win matches 
by cheating.” 

He paused. 

“Of course, | used to 
think the same about 
Owen, but that all 
changed ... but I’m sure 
Bret would never do 
what Owen did.” 

Or would he? Back- 
lund did it. Tatanka did it, too. 
These days, we can’t trust any- 
one. Can we trust someone like 
Bret Hart? oO 


“THEMEDIAIS 


“The medias 
50 transfixed by 
the ulster’ 
that they cant 


even give me 


Don’t ask Sting what’s wrong, the “Stinger” says, “Nothing’s wrong.” The 


: " 
the time of day popular superstar says he’s wrestling as well as ever (here, against Big Van 
G Vader at Fall Brawl). 
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RUINING MY CAREER” 


[Editor’s note: In late October, 
the editors of INSIDE WRESTLING 
received an unexpected phone 
call from Sting. The “Stinger” 
was angry, and he didn’t hide his 
emotions on the phone. “Guys, | 
don’t like what you’ve been writ- 
ing about me. | want equal time.” 
We readily gave him the space 
requested; we'll leave it to Sting 
to make his point on the follow- 


ing pages.] 


By Sting 
OU KNOW SOMETHING, 
4 don’t like to think of 
myself as a media-bash- 
er, and | don’t think I’ve been 
one, either. In fact, | think I’ve 
always been pretty cooperative 
throughout my wrestling career. 
Whenever a reporter comes up 
to me with a question, | try to 
make time for him. Even if I’m 
really busy, I'll always answer a 
question on the run or tell the 
guy, “How about if we do this a 

little later?” 
| think the media appreciates 
that, or at least it’s always 
seemed that way. It’s like they 
say, one hand washes the other. 
| give them what they want, and 
they treat me fairly. I’ll be the 
first to say that | couldn't have 
been as popular as | am right 
now if not for the good people in 
newspapers, magazines, and TV 
who've tried to project me in the 
proper light. | appeared on the 
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Vicki! show with Vicki Lawrence, 
and she was a doll. Bill Apter, 
Craig Peters, Dave Rosenbaum, 
Matt Brock—I consider them all 
friends. 

But you know what they say, 
too: The media likes to build you 
up and tear you down. They 
giveth and taketh away. Un- 
fortunately, that’s what I’m start- 


ing to see right now. 

You know, | didn’t hear one 
fan ask, “What's wrong with you, 
Sting?” until the media started 
questioning me. I’m even start- 
ing to notice now that the pro- 
moters aren’t paying as much 
attention to me. Some say it’s 


: 


eet 


Is Sting jealous of Hulk Hogan? 
No way, says the “Stinger,” who 
says he suggested that Hogan join 
WCW when the two met in Japan 


last year. 


39 


Sting and Hogan’s friendly relationship 
is underlined by the facts that they 
worked together on the “Hulkster’s” 
Thunder In Paradise program (above), 
and that Sting came to Hogan’s defense 


at Halloween Havoc (right), 


because Hulk Hogan is in WCW. 
Sure, that has something to do 
with it, but | think what’s really 
happened is the media is so 
transfixed by the “Hulkster” that 
they can’t even give me the time 
of day. At least the right time of 
day, that is. 

I'll say this: The good folks at 
INSIDE WRESTLING had the decen- 
cy to give me this space, even 
though they’re a big part of the 
problem. The Wrestler, Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, Sports 
Review Wrestling, Wrestle 


America, Wrestling Superstars, 
and especially that awful publi- 
cation, Wrestling Bad Guys. 


They’re to blame, too, and so is 
the mainstream media. 

They say I’m jealous of Hulk 
Hogan. Well, nothing could be 
further from the truth. If you 
remember correctly—or at least 
check out your back issues of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated—| was 
the one who first gave Hulk the 
idea of coming to WCW. | 
thought it would be good for the 
federation and all the wrestlers. | 
offered my hand to him in Japan, 
and hoped he’d accept it. | didn’t 
realize there was a photograph- 
er from the U.S. standing right 
there. | swear. Next thing | knew, 
the picture of me and Hulk was 
plastered on the cover of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. 

But that was fine, because it 
got the idea into people’s heads 
that it could happen. Fine. Now 
it's happened, WCW is having a 
great run because of Hogan, 
and everybody’s happy. Flair’s 
gone, Hogan’s on top of the 
world, and the crowds are bigger 
than ever. Let me say this one 
thing: That makes me happy. 
What’s good for WCW is good 
for Sting. 
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Jealous of Hogan? Nonsense! 
Hulk Hogan is simply the most 
famous wrestler that ever lived, 
and I'd love to one day be as 
famous as him. Do | aspire to 
Hogan’s great heights? Sure, 
who wouldn't? Do | want to be 
like Hogan? No. | want to be like 
Sting. By calling me jealous, 
however, the media is changing 
my persona. I’ve actually had 
kids run up to me and Say, 
“Stinger, why are you jealous of 
the ‘Hulkster’?” Then | have to 
explain to them that Hogan is a 
friend and I’m not jealous. 

I'll tell you, sometimes | 
think the media is ruining 
my career. Like they take 
things out of context, chop- 
ping sentences in half and 
making things sound worse 
than they really are. | never 
realized it until now. 

Let me tell you some- 
thing: The jealousy bit | can 
handle, because it just isn’t 
true. But there’s something 
eise that bothers me even 
more. 

| think ve had a preity 
good career so far, and the 
best is yet to come. I’ve 
already won three WCW 
World titles, and at my cur- 
rent rate, | think | can one 
day threaten Flairs number. 
Ten or 17 is not out of the 
question. I’m young, and |’m in 
relatively good shape, even 
though I’ve had several! injuries; 
hey. Flair busted his back in a 
plane crash and came back io 
become a legend. 

That’s why | don’t understand 
all the talk about me not winning 
a title for a long time. A long 
time? What's your definition of a 
long time? March 17, 1993. 
That's when Vader beat me for 
the belt in England. !| don’t know 
what you readers think, but to 
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me, 22 months isn’t a long time 
when you're talking about the 
greatest championship in the 
world and the greatest wrestlers 
going for it. Vader, Flair, Hogan, 
me. We’ve been passing that 
strap around pretty good, and | 
don’t think anyone in this federa- 
tion can say they own the belt. 
Not even Hulk. If someone had 
said to me six years ago, “Sting, 
you’re going to be WCW World 
champion every other year,” | 
would’ve said, “Fine. That’s 
great. | don’t believe it.” 


So give me a break, guys. In 
fact, give it a rest and start talk- 
ing about someone else. The 
competition in WCW is too tough 
these days for anyone to domi- 
nate the title, and that means 
everyone’s going to go into a 
slump every once in a while. 
That's just the way things are. | 
guarantee you, |’ll be WCW 
World champion again by 1996. 

Even the media can’t stop me 
fron doing that. Oo 


The “Stinger” won the NWA World 
title from Ric Flair in 1990, and 
asserts he still has quite a few 
titles left in him—perhaps enough 
to match Flair’s trophy case! 


IN 


=EAT 


WOMAN 


“| THRIVE ON THE VIOLENCE” 


Te SQUARED CIRCLE has 
been graced by its share of 
femme fatales, but few have 
been more fatally attractive than 
Woman. Missy Hyatt, Dark 
Journey, Sunshine, Tammy 
Fytch, Dirty White Girl, Sherri 
Martel—Woman stacks up 
with the best of them. 

You'll find Woman _ in 
Extreme Championship Wrest- 
ling these days, which is only 
proper, because Woman is 
certainly extreme. Extremely 
beautiful. Extremely devious. 
Extremely dangerous. Ex- 
tremely detrimental to your 
health. If you’re Tommy Cairo 
or Ms. Peaches, you know 
what Woman is all about. 
Once she used a Singapore 
cane to whack Peaches 
across the head; Peaches still 
has the bump. 

Another Tommy—Tommy 
Dreamer—has been feeling 
Woman’s wrath recently. 


Sandman and Dreamer have | 4 


been battling in a series of 
matches with Sandman com- 
ing out on top in just about 
every one. Woman's had a lot 
to do with that. 

But merely winning isn’t enough 
for Woman, who likes to humiliate 
her foes. Consider the Singapore 
cane match between Dreamer 
and Sandman. The match stipula- 
tion was that the loser would get 


caned by the winner. Sandman 
won, thanks to Woman’s interfer- 
ence, and Dreamer decided to 
take his licks like a man. Big mis- 
take. With Woman taunting him, 


Woman lights a postmatch cigarette for her 
Sandman, whose casual attitude given the brutality 
of his wounds is frightening...almost as frightening 
as his and Woman’s enthusiasm for inflicting 
wounds on others. 


Dreamer sustained 10 skin-tearing 
whips across the back. 

“Bow down and kiss my feet 
and I'll make him stop,” Woman 
said to Dreamer, who refused the 
out. “Thank you, sir, can | have 


another?” he groaned to Sand- 
man. 

Of course, Woman just kept 
laughing. 

It’s true that men are blinded by 
beauty. There were at least 
five volunteers for the job of 
interviewing Woman in Phila- 
delphia. The task fell to 
Managing Editor Dave Lenk- 
er, who reported, “She’s cer- 
tainly beautiful and very sexy, 
but she’s a turnoff the instant 
she opens her mouth. The 
woman is evil incarnate.” 


Q: When | was a kid, one 
of my favorite shows was 
Batman. Are you too young to 
remember that? 

A: I’ve seen the show. 
Catwoman was my favorite. 
Now what’s the point? 

Q: That was my point. You 
‘| remind me of Catwoman. 
| Beautiful, dark, sexy, but dan- 
| gerous. 

A: Why, thank you. Ill 
take that as a compliment. 

Q: That’s not how it was 
given, but you can take it how- 
ever you wish. My point is that 
you can’t always tell a book by 
its cover. 

A: Why, David, do | not look 
like the kind of girl your mother 
warned you about? Did the girls 
in private school dress like 
this? When was the last time 
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you saw a lady walking down 
the street with a cat-o-nine- 
tails? | don’t think | hold any 
surprises for anyone, David. 
Men are just blinded by my 
beauty, and they refuse to look 
beyond what they see. Rick 
Steiner was stupid. Dreamer is 
even dumber. Stubborn, but 
dumb. 

Q: Did you really expect him to 
get down on his hands and knees 
and kiss your feet? You must've 
known he’d never do that. 


“Do I not look 
like the kind of 
girl your mother 

warned you 
about?” 


A: Oh, really? Would that 
have been so horrible, to bow 
down and kiss a beautiful 
woman’s toes? | don’t know 
how you look at things, David, 
but most of the men | know 
would love to worship a beauti- 
ful woman rather than get 
whipped across the back with a 
cane. Unless, of course, you’re 
a little kinky. Are you, David? 
Are you a little kinky? 

Q: | don’t think | have to 
answer that. How about you? Are 
you a little kinky? 

A: I'd say I’m a Jot kinky, and 
so would Sandman. We’re birds 
of a feather, so to speak. And | 
will say this: | enjoyed watching 
Dreamer suffer far more than | 
would have enjoyed him kissing 
my feet. Every whip was posi- 
tively delicious. When that cane 
cut his skin and blood started 
flowing, | thought | was going to 
faint with delight. 

Q: That's disgusting. 

A: Disgusting for 


you, 


maybe, David, but not for me, 
and there are a lot of people out 
there just like me. 

Q: Unfortunately. 

A: They just don’t look half 
as good. | didn’t just /ike watch- 
ing Dreamer suffer. | /oved it, 
and I'd gladly watch it again. | 
thrive on violence. 

Q: You know what, Woman? 


You’re not the kind of girl my 
mother warned me about. You’re 
far worse. | thought I'd be taken 
by you, but I’m not. You’re a user, 
and there’s nothing appealing or 
sexy about that. 

A: No? That’s where you’re 
wrong, David. Line up the men 
who have kissed the ground | 
walk on, and you’d have to 


wrap them around 10 city 
blocks. Men don’t like to admit 
that they love women like me, 
but they do. And it’s when they 
start to give in to their impulses 
that they get themselves in big 
trouble. With me it’s look now, 
pay later. 

Q: So where does that leave 
Sandman? 


A: Sandman? Who knows? | 
can’t live for tomorrow, David, | 
can only live for today. Who 
knows what my pleasure will be 
next week or the week after that 
or even tomorrow? Nobody 
knows. 

Q: I’m sure Sandman would be 
very happy to hear that. 

A: | don’t think he cares. In 
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Those who were in attendance at ECW Arena the night Woman caned Ms. Peaches 
say Woman’s squeals of delight were louder than Peaches’ howls of pain. 


fact, | think he feels the same 
way | do. We’re not into commit- 
ment, we’re into having fun and 
making people feel pain. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s Cairo or 
Dreamer or somebody else, 
somebody pays the price when- 
ever they cross us. And you 
know what? Sometimes it has 
nothing to do with crossing us, 
sometimes we just do it for fun. 
We go looking for trouble and 
see what we can find. It has 
nothing to do with revenge, but 
it has everything to do with 
pleasure! 

Q: | think that if | 
Sandman, I'd watch out. 
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was 


A: There’s nothing for him to 
watch out about, because he 
doesn’t care, and | don’t care. 
Neither of us care, and that’s 
what makes us dangerous. You 
see, Dreamer can’t understand 
that. He can’t think along our 
lines. He thought he wasn’t giv- 
ing in to me by not kissing my 
toes, but it was just the other 
way around. Either way, we 
were going to have our fun. 
Dreamer thought he could win 
one way and lose the other, but 
it didn’t work like that. Believe 
me, Sandman and | had a good 
time laughing that one off! 

Q: Doesn't it bother you that 


none of Sandman’s victories come 
fairly? They’re always by cheating 
or interference? 

A: Doesn’t bother him, 
doesn’t bother me. We’re not in 
this for the bottom line. 

Q: And if they decide to throw 
you out? 

A: Doubtful. That’s what ECW 
is all about. Anything goes, 
even me. Violence brings in 
fans and fans pay money. Did 
you see the way that crowd 
reacted when Sandman was 
whipping Dreamer? | saw a lot 
of disgusted people, but | didn’t 
see anybody going to the 
restroom or the concession 
stands, and ! sure as hell didn’t 
see anyone turning their heads 
away. The people got what they 
wanted to see, and that’s what 
they’ll always get from me. 
Even if they won’t admit it. 

Q: Incredible. But wouldn't you 
like to manage a champion or at 
least a contender? Doesn’t any of 
that stuff matter to you? 

A: None of it. | told you 
before, | love violence. Watch- 
ing it. Inflicting it. Even endur- 
ing it, if the mood is right. Titles 
are too...too...materialistic, and 
I’m not a materialistic person. 
I’m more Spiritual. That’s why 
Sandman likes me. | exist at a 
higher level. | can’t be con- 
cerned with the arbitrary stan- 
dards people make up. 

Q: So why get involved with 
wrestling? 

A: | told you. Can’t you 
understand me? For the vio- 
lence. The thrill. The rush. 
Believe me, honey, there’s plen- 
ty of that in this line of work. | 
can’t think of anything better. 

Q: So we’re probably going to 
have you around for a while, 
aren't we? 

A: A good long time, or as 
long as | feel like it. There are 
no time limits here. The only 
thing that matters is that 
Dreamer’s hurting. Then every- 


thing’s fine. C 
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BRUTUS THE BUTCHER 
DROVE HIS KNIFE 


INTO HULK’S BACK! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HEN HULK Hogan’s 
VAY bee moment of 
glory shockingly 

turned into his greatest moment 
of grief, the collective memory of 
the wrestling world undoubtedly 
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recalled 
July 1990. It was 
then, with Brutus 
Beefcake confined 
to a hospital bed, his 
face horribly scarred because of 
a devastating parasailing acci- 
dent, that Hogan sat vigil for his 
childhood friend. 

Nothing about Hogan’s vigil was 
particularly brave or unusual. He 
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was doing what anyone would do 
for a friend in need. Those days of 
sitting and waiting, however, went 
far to disprove the widely held 
belief that Hogan is a user who 
doesn’t know the real meaning of 
friendship. Hogan and Beefcake 
were alone in that room and there 
wasn't a TV camera in sight. 

There were plenty of cameras 
on hand at Joe Louis Arena on 
October 23, 1994, the night of 
Beefcake’s greatest betrayal. 
Nearly 20,000 fans watched 
Beefcake’s actions live. Hundreds 
of thousands more watched in dis- 
belief on pay-per-view TV. Millions 
more learned of Beefcake’s 
actions in the coming days and 
weeks. 

Hogan was alone with Beef- 
cake when he showed the mean- 
ing of friendship. 

Beefcake showed his meaning 
to the entire world. 

To most people, the two inci- 
dents are inextricably linked as 
proof that Beefcake is the worst 


The sequence of events that changed Hulk Hogan’s life: As he posed 
for his fans after beating Ric Flair, a masked man entered the ring. 
Hogan stopped him before he could smash him with a metal club, then 
got ready to show the world who the assailant was. He was horrified to 


discover Beefcake under the mask. 


Benedict Arnold of modern wrest- 
ling times. It is one thing to turn 
against a friend, yet another to 
turn against a longtime friend who 
has wished nothing but the best 
for you, and has backed his words 
with actions. 

Beefcake was acting out of bit- 
terness with his various attacks on 
Hogan prior to Halloween Havoc. 
Hogan had just retained the WCW 
World title at the October pay-per- 
view event with a courageous, 
hard-fought victory over Ric Flair 
that forced the “Nature Boy” into 
retirement. Suddenly, a masked 
man stormed the ring. Hogan 
removed the mask, then wished 
he never had. It was Beefcake, of 
course, and he was then joined by 
Kevin Sullivan and Avalanche. 

It was jealousy that drove 
Beefcake. Anger. Greed. The de- 
sire to avenge wrongs done to him 
by Hogan. 

“The Butcher,” formerly known 
as “The Barber,” thinks he had 
plenty of reasons to drive his knife 


The wrestling world 
was shocked when 
the masked man 
who had been 
attacking Hulk 
Hogan proved 
to be Brutus 
Beefcake. But the 
real shocker comes 
with Beefcake’s 
reason for this 
hideous betrayal. 
It had everything 
to do with revenge 


Photos by Brad McFarlin 
& John S. Pithers 


Before Hogan could do any damage to Beefcake, Avalanche (formerly Earthquake), another 
enemy of Hogan’s from his WWF days, attacked the “Hulkster,” leaving him flat on the mat. 


(once they would have been scis- 
sors) into Hogan’s back. Beefcake 
attacked Hogan because he 
couldn't stand being the “Hulk- 
ster’s” lackey for one more day. 
Ever since July 4, 1990, when 
he suffered massive facial injuries 
in that parasailing accident, 
Beefcake’s career has been on a 
steady downhill spiral. Even his 
triumphant return in February 


1993 was spoiled when Ted 
DiBiase and Irwin R. Schyster 
attacked him. Beefcake then had 
the ignoble distinction of being 
part of one of Hogan’s few nega- 
tive WrestleMania moments, a tag 
team loss to Money Inc. at IX. 
Since arriving with Hogan in WCW 
last spring, Beefcake has been lit- 
tle more than the “Hulkster’s” side- 
kick. 


“Ever since the day of 
that accident, Hogan said 
he would help me come 
back,” explained Beefcake. 
“Every damn thing revolved 
around him. | would be 
2 okay as long as he was 

"| there for me, as long as 
him and all his ‘Hulk- 
amaniacs’ were praying for 
me. | was the one who 
went through all the reha- 
bilitation. | was the one 
who had all those sleep- 
less nights. | was the one 
who had to work so hard to 
get back into shape. But all 
| hear is Hogan this and 
Hogan that. I’m sick of it.” 

At the time of his acci- 

dent, Beefcake was getting 
regular matches against 
then-Intercontinental cham- 
pion Curt Hennig and win- 
| ning most of them by 
| countout or disqualification; 
it seemed only a matter of 
time before he won his first 
major singles title. 
A few years later, every- 
| thing had changed. Beef- 
| cake eventually got back 
into shape and started 
wrestling again. But Brutus 
wasn’t the wrestler he was 
before the accident. If that 
wasn’t frustrating enough, 
his relationship with Hogan 
took a turn for the worse, 
at least from his perspec- 
tive. 

According to sources close to 
Beefcake, Hogan started treating 
him like he was his personal 
assistant. He found odd jobs for 
his friend, like making his airline 
and hotel reservations. He hoped 
to keep Brutus’ spirits high by 
making him part of his life. 

When Hogan got his own TV 
show, Thunder In Paradise, he 
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made sure there was a small part 
for Brutus. 

“That was the last straw,” said 
one source close to Beefcake. 
“Not only did he have Brutus run- 
ning errands for him left and right 
before they got the show, but dur- 
ing breaks in shooting he had 
Brutus get him coffee and a dan- 
ish. He’d tell him right in front of all 
the other actors. He was polite 
about it, but Brutus felt like he was 
his slave.” 

Hogan denies any of this hap- 
pened, and it is possible Brutus 
and his friends are stretching the 
truth a bit here, but all that matters 
is that Brutus did feel slighted and 
he eventually took his frustration 
out on Hogan. 

Maybe he did what he did in 
part to inject new life into a stag- 
nating career. Five years ago, Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated readers made 
him the first runner-up in the vot- 


Beefcake instructed Avalanche to any- 
thing he wanted to Brutus’ former best 
friend, as long as it caused him pain. it 
didn’t take much prodding to get the 
big man from Canada to comply with 
that request. 
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ing for Most Improved 
i Wrestler of the Year. 
Since he and Hogan left 
the WWF in 1993, he 
_j] has been competing 
__j only on the occasional 
independent card—he is 
the heavyweight cham- 
pion of the suburban 
Philadelphia-based 
World Wide Wrestling Alliance— 
but has been forgotten by a lot of 
fans. He has their attention now. 
This change in Beefcake is 


Avalanche had a big smile on his face as he set Hogan up for a mighty 
powerslam. Apparently, this whole attack was orchestrated by 
Beefcake, who felt Hogan had humiliated him for years. 


absolutely despicable when you 
consider that a friendship was 
brazenly tossed aside. Perhaps 
Beefcake’s new supporters can 
make a case that he could never 
go far as long as he was Hogan’s 
friend. Paul Orndorff, Randy Sa- 
vage, and Andre the Giant, also 
once felt the same way. 

We should pity Beefcake if 
that’s what he was feeling. There 
is no price on friendship. Beef- 
cake’s betrayal was the dirtiest of 
them all. O 


GREG VALENTINE—CLOWN-TY HUNTER! 


“Oe Vote Dow 


Photos by John S. Pithers 


Greg Valentine is on a 
mission to eliminate 
the circus atmosphere 
in wrestling. 
Specifically, he is out 
to destroy the Doinks. 
That may take a 
while: It seems like 
there are more 
Doinks (and Dinks!) 


all the time! 


By Chris Bernucca 
HROUGHOUT HIS career, 
Greg Valentine has always 
been a no-nonsense kind of 
guy. His approach, whether in the 
big-time spotlight of the WWF and 
WCW or the isolated surround- 
ings of the WWC and indepen- 
dents, is straightforward and busi- 
nesslike. 

Forget the costumes and 
entrance music and all that junk. 
(And forget his brief dark-haired 
and grossly uncomfortable tenure 
with Honky Tonk Man as the ill- 
fated tag team, Rhythm ’n’ Blues.) 
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Five Dotyks To Go” 


Valentine’s attitude toward the 
sport boils down to this: 

Let’s get in the ring and let’s 
get it on. 

That approach has brought 
Valentine plenty of success, par- 
ticularly in the WWF in the mid- 
1980s. Valentine held the 
Intercontinental title for nearly a 
year, and teamed with Brutus 
Beefcake to win the tag team title, 
a rare double in a highly competi- 
tive era. 

Valentine is no longer a cham- 
pion, but he is still wrestling in no- 
nonsense fashion on the indepen- 
dent circuit. But his unwavering 
approach remains a rarity ina 
sport that has evolved into one 
that too often favors gimmickry 
over grappling. 

“This isn’t a circus,” Valentine 
said, “this is wrestling. You need a 
pair of tights, a pair of boots, and 
nerves of steel. Wrestling is about 
toughness and self-defense and 
mental preparation. | won my 
titles with talent and skill and 
smarts. | didn’t need a water gun 
or a bucket of confetti to win 
matches. Nobody did. You get in 
the ring, they ring the bell, and 
you beat the snot out of each 
other until only one guy is stand- 
ing. That clown crap is bush- 
league, totally bush-league. 
There’s no place for it.” 

Valentine was referring to 
Doink the Clown, of course, whom 
he despises...of course. Doink 
made his debut in the WWF two 
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Greg Valentine has 
sworn to uphold 
wrestling’s integri- 
ty—by destroying 
every Doink he can 
find! 


Perhaps Valentine’s 
crusade got the best 
of him, because 
Doink was able to 
maintain an advan- 
tage over “The 
Hammer,” and even 
went on to win the 
bout! 


years ago, and has become so 
popular that he has spawned an 
entire family of wrestling clowns. 
There are full-size Doinks and 
pint-size Doinks, WWF Doinks 
and independent Doinks. There 
are as many as six in wrestling 
right now, and their painted faces, 
brightly colored outfits, and pre- 
match and postmatch antics have 
become a pervasive factor in virtu- 
ally every corner of the sport. 

And Valentine, a dinosaur from 
a different era, doesn’t like it. He 
wants to eliminate the circus 
atmosphere from wrestling, and 
intends to destroy all of the 
Doinks, one by one. Valentine has 
become a bounty hunter of sorts, 
declaring his own personal cru- 
sade against the clown element. 

“If you come to the ring ina 
clown mask, you can bet Greg 
Valentine will be on your buit,” 
Valentine said. “I’m going to 
embarrass every single Doink the 
same way they have embarrassed 
wrestling. And when I’m through, 
the only place you'll being seeing 
clowns is the circus.” 

The first battle took place at an 
independent card in Cleveland. It 
usually doesn’t take much to get 
Valentine motivated for a match, 
and this was one he had been 
anticipating for a long time. In fact, 
he may have been a bit too moti- 
vated. Valentine was so intent on 
destroying Doink that he let his 
guard down and got himself 
squirted with Doink’s water gun. 

This was a major setback for 
Valentine, because he wanted to 
show up Doink with true wrestling 
skills and not give him the oppor- 
tunity to turn the match into a 
practical joke. Instead, the joke 
was on him, as the fans joined 
Doink in pointing fun at Valentine. 
Now enraged, Valentine lost his 
cool, which allowed Doink to take 
control of the match. 
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“He should have been disquali- 
fied, plain and simple,” Valentine 
said. “Foreign objects are grounds 
for disqualification. Because it was 
a water gun and not a pair of 
brass knuckles, everybody thinks 
it’s okay for him to use foreign 
objects. You can bet that if | had 
hit him with a pair of brass knuck- 
les, | would’ve been disqualified.” 

Valentine had no brass knuck- 
les, but he did hit Doink with 
everything he had. However, his 
best move didn’t involve any debil- 
itating blow or his excellent figure- 
four, and didn’t come within the 
ropes. At the outset of the match, 
Valentine ambushed Doink and 
pulled off his wig, achieving a vic- 
tory of sorts. 

“| told you!” Valentine declared 
after the match. “I told you | would 
take care of him! Did you see his 
face when | pulled off his wig? | 
tell you, | thought we were going 
to see the tears of a clown right 
then and there! That’s one Doink 
down, five Doinks to go!” 

None of the reporters had the 
courage to point out that while 
Valentine did pull off the wig, he 
did not pull off the victory. Doink 
may have lost his wig but he didn’t 
lose the match, winning by pinfall 
to avoid the humiliation Valentine 
had planned for him and his 
brethren. The fact that he had lost 
didn’t affect Valentine’s postmatch 
speech one bit. 

“I’m going to travel the country, 
looking for these Doinks,” Val- 
entine said. “Il don’t have anything 
left to prove in wrestling, so I’m 
going to preserve its integrity. It’s 
a tough job, but I’m a tough guy, 
and somebody’s gotta do it. 

“’m not going to stop with the 
Doinks, either,” Valentine contin- 
ued. “Once | get rid of those full- 
size fools, I’m going to go after the 
midgets, too. Dink, Wink, Pink, 
Stink, whatever their names are. 
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They're finished, too. And you can 
be sure of this: Greg Valentine 
doesn’t clown around about any- 
thing!” O 


After losing to Doink, is 
Valentine’s campaign 
against the clowns over 
before it really gets start- 
ed? No way, answers “The 
Hammer.” 


Valentine’s legendary 
elbowsmash is a 
weapon he’s priming 
for all clowns in the 
sport. Yes, even the 
midget clowns, too! 


The telephone wires sizzle 
each month, as two top 
wrestlers voice their rage 
and hostility toward each 
other. Here’s the unedited 
transcript of their 
conversation, your chance fo 
feel the raw emotion that 


results when two antagonists 
face off ... One On One 


RET HART vs. Owen Hart, 
B Eddie Gilbert vs. Doug Gilbert 

... the war between the Sullivans 
is definitely not the first brother vs. 
brother feud wrestling has seen, but it 
may be the strangest. 

Until early-1994, few knew that 
Kevin Sullivan had a younger brother 
who wrestled. Dave Sullivan had wres- 
tled as The Equalizer for years before 
arriving in WCW in 1993. He met with 
little success as a rulebreaker, but 
changed his ways shortly after Kevin 
arrived several months later. 

The elder Sullivan announced that 
Equalizer was his dyslexic younger 
brother Dave. Kevin and Dave started 
wrestling as a tag team and shocked 
everyone by beating then-WCW World 
tag team champs The Nasty Boys in sev- 
eral non-title bouts. They were prepar- 
ing to wrestle Jerry Sags and Brian 
Knobs for the belts at Slamboree when 
Dave severely injured his knee in a 
locker room altercation with the Nastys. 

Cactus Jack took Dave's place and 
he and Kevin won the title. That’s when 
the trouble started. 

When Jack and Kevin had disagree- 
ments, Dave was there to mediate. 
Kevin didn’t like his brother’s meddling 
and let him know by slapping or punch- 
ing him. 

The situation got worse when Hulk 
Hogan came to WCW. Dave was fasci- 
nated by the charismatic “Hulkster” 
and started calling himself “the ulti- 
mate ‘Hulkamaniac.’” Kevin thought 
his brother was making a mistake and 
let him know, but Dave soon befriended 
Hogan; the two are now even occasion- 


“It’s just like when we were kids, Dave. I'd always 
have to beat the crap out of you before you’d get my 
point. You know what, you’re just as dumb now as you 
were when you were 10 years old.” 

—Kevin Sullivan 


al tag team partners. 

The Sullivans have since clashed in 
matches around the country. Their feud 
shows no signs of ending. Both men 
were willing to go at it ... “One On 
One.” 

KEVIN SULLIVAN: Well if it 
isn’t my favorite brother Dave. I didn’t 
know you learned how to use a tele- 
phone. Did you get your good buddy 
Hulk Hogan to dial it for you? 

DAVE SULLIVAN: Kevin, I ... I 
wish you would stop insulting the 
“Hulkster.” He’s a good man, he really 
is. You just have to give him a chance. 
He’s really great. He’s won all these 
world titles and he loves all the kids and 
he gave me a pair of his boots ... 

KS: Enough, you’re making me 
sick. You're as bad as Hogan. You both 


make me sick. This guy is the biggest 
fraud I have ever seen. He walks out of 
the dressing room and expects everyone 
to kiss his feet. At least he’s original. I 
can’t believe my own brother goes 
around imitating everything Hulk 
Hogan does and is proud of it. You’re a 
disgrace to this family. 

DS: Don’t say that, Kevin. It’s not 
very nice. Why can’t you be like the 
“Hulkster.” He’s always nice to me. He 
gives me presents and everything. You 
saw my magic slippers. They’re real 
nice, Kevin. The “Hulkster” wore those 
boots for some really big matches. 

KS: Shut up, Dave! I told you 
before and I’m not gonna tell you again. 
Just shut up about Hogan! You don’t 
know what the hell you’re talking 
about. 
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“Pm not afraid of you anymore, Kevin. | used to be 
when | was a kid, but I’m tougher now. I’ve been 
training with the "Hulkster“ and the ”Stinger.“ I’ve 
been takin’ my vitamins, sayin’ my prayers ...” 
—Dave Sullivan 


DS: Why do you always have to get 
so mad at me? 

KS; It’s your fault. You should just 
keep your big mouth shut. I told you a 
long time ago to just keep your mouth 
shut and let me do the talking for you. 
You always get in trouble when you try 
to think for yourself. You’re not smart 
enough to do that and look what a mess 
you got yourself into. Hogan has you 
following him around like a puppy. I’m 
not gonna bail you out this time. 

DS: I don’t like wrestling you, 
Kevin. You’re my brother. We should 
get along. Hulk gets along with his fam- 
ily real good. But Hulk is teaching me a 
lot of moves. We’re gonna beat you real 
good every chance we get . 

KS: (Laughs) You scare me, broth- 
er, you really do. Let me give it to you 
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straight: You don’t impress me at all. 
You're just like Hogan, Neither one of 
you is as good as you think you are. 

DS: That’s not true. The “Hulkster” 
... the “Hulkster” is like, he’s the best 
ever, He won six world titles. He’s the 
World champion of all of WCW. No 
one is as good as him. Hulk rules. It’s 
so great that him and Sting are my 
friends. 

KS: Man, I can’t believe it. It’s just 
like when we were kids, Dave. You’d 
keep bothering me and Id tell you to 
stop it, but you were too stupid to know 
what was good for you. ’'d always have 
to beat the crap out of you before you’d 
get my point. That’s what I’m doing 
now. You know what, you’re just as 
dumb now as you were when you were 
10 years old, maybe dumber. 


DS: I’m not afraid of you anymore, 
Kevin. I used to be when I was a kid, 
but I’m tougher now. I’ve been training 
with the “Hulkster” and the “Stinger.” 
I’ve been takin’ my vitamins, sayin’ my 
prayers ... 

KS: Does he have you taking out his 
garbage, too? Walking the dog maybe? 
Scraping barnacles off of his boat? How 
about scrubbing his floors and cleaning 
his toilets? Those are the kinds of jobs 
someone like you could handle. 

DS: You're just mad because I beat 
you at Halloween Havoc. You didn’t 
think I could, but I did it, in front of all 
those people. They were all cheering for 
me, not you. 

KS: Do you think I care who those 
people were cheering for? Do you think 
I noticed? I have been wrestling for 24 
years. I won a lot of titles in those years 
and I didn’t need any stupid morons 
screaming my name. I wrestle for 
myself and no one else. If you had half 
a brain, you'd do the same, but of 
course you don’t have half a brain. In 
fact, I wonder if you have any brains. 

DS: You're really starting to make 
me mad, Kevin. 

KS: Now I’m in trouble (Laughs) 

DS: I’m not makin’ jokes, Kevin. If 
you think I gave you some tough 
matches so far, wait till I get my hands 
on you the next time. I’m not gonna 
hold back. I don’t care if you’re my 
brother. 

KS: Don’t forget that it’s not only 
me you have to worry about. You have 
to worry about The Three Faces of 
Fear, I’m talking about me, Avalanche, 
and The Butcher. Watch your back, lit- 
tle brother. That’s the opposite of your 
front, in case you didn’t know. 

DS: That was pretty mean, what you 
did to the “Hulkster” after he beat Ric 
Flair at Halloween Havoc. I’m glad the 
“Stinger” was there to help him out. 

KS: That’s Hogan for you; he 
always has to have someone bail him 
out. 

DS: No he doesn’t. The “Hulkster” 
is the toughest wrestler ever and he’s 
the best friend I ever had. He even calls 
me “brother Dave” and ... 

KS: Shut up, Dave. I'll do the rest of 
my talking in the ring. Oo 


Sincerely Yours 


(Continued from page 5) 


Anderson is the best brawler in 
the federation. Dustin shouldn’t try 
to match brawling skills with him, 

or he'll be in serious trouble. 
BRIAN WALSTON 
Flint, TX 

TAKE ’EM ON, VINCE 

It seems that Bob Backlund’s 
latest antics have gotten to every- 
one, including Vince McMahon. | 
think that Vince has been in the 
broadcast booth for too long. He 
should put on a pair of tights and 
step into the ring. Vince is obvi- 
ously angry that Backlund has 


Dustin Rhodes has no business bat- 
tling Bunkhouse Buck, Terry Funk, and 
the rest of Col. Parker’s Stud Stable all 
at once, according to reader Brian 
Walston. He suggests Rhodes try to 
outwrestle—not outbrawl—these men. 


Bob Backlund has obviously irritated WWF head Vince McMahon with his new atti- 
tude. Reader Susanne Casey would love to see McMahon finally put on the tights 
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and teach the former WWF World champion a lesson in the ring. 


decided to take on the entire Stud 
Stable all at once! 

Bad move, Dustin! 

Col. Parker uses his head to 
get his men the win almost every 
time, and he leaves with pieces of 
Dustin’s hide half the time. Dustin 
is a good wrestler, but he’s not a 
great brawler like all the men in 
the Stud Stable. Dustin is playing 
by their rules, now, and that isn’t 
how he won titles in the past. Arn 


used his chicken wing on every- 
one from WWF employee Lou 
Gianfriddo to Arnold Skaaland. 
l’ve always wanted to see what 
the WWF head could do as a 
wrestler, and now, thanks to 
Backlund, he might finally put on 
the tights. If he does, | hope he 
breaks every bone in Backlund’s 
body! 
SUSANNE CASEY 
Andrews, NC 0 
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HULK'S A~ _ ial 
MANIAGL gm. x” 


By now, you have probably read all the sto- 
ries about how HULK HOGAN is terrified of 
BIG VAN VADER and doesn’t want to wres- 
tle him. But could it be the other way 
around? After watching Hogan’s Halloween 
Havoc retirement match against RIC FLAIR, 
maybe Vader ought to be deathly afraid of 
Hogan! ... ARNOLD SKAALAND has felt 
the pain of his former protege BOB BACK- 
LUND’S chicken wing. What would be the 
ultimate revenge? How about Skaaland 
managing LEX LUGER, one of Backlund’s 
arch-rivals! It could happen! ... PAUL E. 
DANGEROUSLY is not a very caring man, 
but he recently showed a different side of 
himself when he tearfully vowed, “I won't let 
SABU commit suicide!” ... All this—and 
much more!—in the February 1995 issue of 
The Wrestler 
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It's Pro Wrestling Illustratead’s evil twin publi- 
cation! ... KING KONG BUNDY is back in 
the WWF, and this time he won’t rest until 
he wins the World title that eluded him in the 
’80s. He is truly a “monster with a mission” 
... BRET HART is a gentleman. He’s a 
great WWF champion. He loves his family, 
and he would do anything to patch up his 
differences with his brother OWEN. If you 
believe these things, wait until you read 
what the editors of Bad Guys have found 
out about “The Hitman’s” past! It will shock 
you! ... Think BIG VAN VADER is sadistic? 
You might not know just how mean this 
behemoth can be! He explains—in his own 
words!—exactly what his “night of perfect of 
sadism” would be like! ... All this—and 
much more!—in the Winter 1994 issue of 

Wrestling Bad Guys 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by two professionals in 
the wrestling business, who between them have 
worked for every major wrestling association in 
this country including the NWA, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs and what your 
chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know. * Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling » Lists addresses of all 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools « Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 
Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage. 
Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Rd. NE, Ste, 200+ Atlanta, GA 30324 
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(Continued from page 10) 


Sting stood watch as an enforcer. 
And with so much at stake, Mr. T 
tried to make sure the match never 
got out of hand. 

Until the end, of course, after 
Hogan had used his clothesline-leg- 
drop combination to send Flair into 
retirement. The postmatch pose- 
down that has become a staple of 


with a warm heart. He is a good 
man who loves to make children 
smile. On his worst days, though, he 
is a self-centered, egotistical publici- 
ty hound with an eye on the bottom 
line. 

But Hogan has never been 
described as a man who is less than 
loyal to those who have been loyal 


= 
= 
=~ 

= 
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Wie 


When Beefcake was attacked by Money Inc., Hogan came out of retirement to help 
his friend battle that tag team at WrestleMania IX. Sadly, Brutus doesn’t seem to 
remember those days and has shamelessly started a feud with Hogan. 


Hogan’s triumphs was interrupted 
by a masked man in a black outfit. 
The work of Flair, no doubt. But this 
time, perhaps anticipating some sort 
of subterfuge, Hogan caught the 
intruder dead in his tracks and 
unmasked him. 

It was Brutus Beefcake. 

On his best days, Hogan is a 
charismatic, enterprising champion 


to him. That is one of the best quali- 
ties a human being can have, and it 
is a shame that Brutus Beefcake 
never fully grasped it. 

Hulk Hogan can rest assured that 
he will never be described as anoth- 
er Brutus Beefcake. After years of 
being the faithful servant, Beefcake 
could no longer stand in the shadow 
of Hogan. Oo 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


The Insider 


(Continued from page 14) 


guess the answer must be no.” 

Question: Considering the strike 
and the cancellation of the World 
Series, should baseball have even 
bothered to distribute its year-end 
awards? 

Terry Funk answers: “Hell, no! It’s 
like stopping a 12-round boxing match 
after six rounds and giving the victory 
to the guy ahead on points. Per- 
sonally, | thought Barry Bonds was 
gonna come on like gangbusters for 
the Giants and make Jeff Bagwell’s 
numbers look like a little leaguer’s. He 
was gonna hit 50 homers and steal 50 
bases. Had the season finished, he 
woulda a four-time MVP for sure. He’s 
just as tough in baseball as the Funk 
boys are in wrestling.” 

Question: Should America main- 
tain trade a relationship with China, 
even though China has been accused 
of numerous human rights violations? 

Jim Cornette answers: “You have 
to look at the big picture. Yes, there is 


Jim Cornette might make a fine ambas- 
sador to China. He had some pretty 
interesting insights into America’s rela- 
tionship with that country when | spoke 
to him. But | always knew ol’ Jimbo was 
a smart guy. 
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a system of torture and repression 
inherent in Chinese government. But 
if we sell goods to them, it means jobs 
for our people here in America. The 
bottom line is always money, baby. It 
makes the decisions, not all these stu- 
pid politicians. They should let me run 
this country.” 

Question: Should Eric Clapton 
play old hits on his current tour, or 
stay with the songs that made him 
famous in the first place? 

Hulk Hogan answers: “People 
don’t like change, man. When they 
come to see the ‘Hulkster,’ they want 
to see power, they want the legdrops, 
the elbowsmashes, the clotheslines. | 
wrestle for the fans—all my ‘Hulka- 
maniacs’—but | have to be my own 
man, too. | say, play the old ones, Eric 
Clapton, play them till it hurts, but it 
won't kill you to throw in one or two of 
the new tracks now and then, would 
it?” 

Question: Do you think the mar- 
riage of Michael Jackson and Lisa 
Marie Presley is for real? 

Missy Hyatt answers: “l saw that 
big, sloppy kiss Michael planted on 
her at the Grammy Awards and let me 
tell you from mucho experience: That 
was no love kiss. It’s a fake marriage, 
as phony as the thin nose on 
Michael’s reconstructed face.” 

Question: Should dairy products 
be eliminated from the diet? 

Abdullah the Butcher answers 
(through an interpreter): “While many 
people are lacto-intolerant and should 
avoid dairy products like cheese and 
milk, | believe eggs have gotten a bad 
health rap and should remain a staple 
part of the diet, along with chicken. 
Always plenty of chicken. Raw, of 
course. Eggs, too, are best enjoyed 
raw. They lose vitamins when they 
are cooked.” D0 
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Hogan might have been a better wrestler the night of Halloween Havoc, but is he a 
better overall wrestler? Who can really say? 


line unless it doesn’t mean any- 
thing to them. Why bother? Flair 
didn’t have to agree to the retire- 
ment match. Neither did Hogan, 
who also was perfectly content to 
leave the ring and resume his 
movie career. 

Who won? Who lost? Who 
knows? Hogan’s still wrestling and 
risking life and limb. Flair’s retired 
and living off the interest. 


Retirement matches are even 
rarer in wrestling than loser- 
leaves-town matches. They’re 
rare because every wrestler 
knows that anything can happen 
when he steps into the ring. 
Leaving town isn’t so bad, 
because you can always wrestle 
in another federation. Risking 
retirement is just too big a gamble. 

Flair and Hogan both took the 


risk and rolled their career dice. 
What happened next had more to 
do with personality than ability, 
which is the reason it would be 
foolish to proclaim Hogan a better 
wrestler than Flair. Better on 
October 23, 1994, maybe. Better 
all-time? | don’t know. Nobody 
does. 

You see, once that retirement 
contract was signed, Flair vs. 
Hogan became a battle of egos. 
Perhaps you've been in this situa- 
tion: You’re playing a game of 
one-on-one basketball, but you 
have to be somewhere else in five 
minutes. You decide to lose the 
game on purpose. But, wouldn’t 
you know it, you win. Your ego 
refuses to let you lose. 

Although Flair and Hogan both 
have huge egos, Flair’s ego is 
based on incredible self-confi- 
dence, while Hogan’s is based on 
self-doubt. Hogan’s always trying 
to prove himself. Flair knows he 
has nothing to prove. 

The match stipulations of 
Halloween Havoc benefited 
Hogan because he was much less 
likely to let himself lose. Flair 
didn’t care. Sure, he tried to win, 
but if he was really so concerned 
about regaining the WCW World 
title, he wouldn’t have allowed 
Sherri and the masked man to 
interfere. Flair wanted to have 
some fun on his last night as a 
wrestler, so he tried to destroy 
Hogan. 

Surely, Flair rested easier that 
night knowing Hogan won the 
match but lost a friend. The Brutus 
Beefcake incident couldn’t have 
turned out better for Flair. 

Happy retirement, “Nature 
Boy”! Oo 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


x ADVANCE TOUR SCHEDULES! 


* MAILING ADDRESSES! 


* PHONE #'S FOR BEST TICKETS! 


* FAST AND EASY! 


Artist 

10,000 Maniacs 

4 Non Blondes 
AC/DC 
Aerosmith 
Aimee Mann 
Alice Cooper 
Alice in Chains 
Allman Bros. 
Anthrax 

B-52s 

Bad Company 
Beatles 

Beck 

Belly 

Beverly Hills 90210 
Big Head Todd/Monsters 
Billy Idol 

Billy Joel 

Black Sabbath 
Black Crowes 
Blind Melon 
Bob Dylan 

Bon Jovi 
Bonham 
Breeders 
Brother Cane 
Bruce Hornsby 
Bruce Springsteen 
Bryan Adams 
Bulletboys 
Butthole Surfers 
Catherine Wheel 
Cheryl Wheeler 
Cinderella 
Collective Soul 
Concrete Blonde 
Elvis Costello 
Counting Crows 
Coverdale/Page 
Cowboy Junkies 
Cracker 


2723 
2761 
2765 
2791 
2853 
2871 
3261 
3262 
3265 
2691 
7681 
3332 
3331 
3371 
3461 
3462 
3472 
3733 
3871 
3242 
2741 


Cranberries 
Crosby, Stills, Nash 
Crowded House 
Cry of Love 
The Cult 

The Cure 
Damn Yankees 
Danger Danger 
Danzig 

David Bowie 
David Lee Roth 
Deep Purple 
Def Leppard 
Depeche Mode 
Dinosaur Jr. 
Dio 

Dire Straits 
Dream Theater 
Duran Duran 
The Eagles 
Edie Brickell 
Elton John 
Enuff Z’nuff 
Eric Johnson 
Eric Clapton 
Extreme 

Faith No More 
Fight 
Firehouse 
Fleetwood Mac 
Foreigner 
Genesis 
George Thorogood 
Gin Blossoms 
Grateful Dead 
Great White 
Green Day 
Green Jelly 
Guns N’ Roses 
Hardline 

Heart 


+ CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 
* THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 
+ UPDATED WEEKLY /24 HOURS! 
+ NEW! SAMPLE HOT NEW MUSIC! 


Hothouse Flowers 
Indigo Girls 
INXS 

Jackson Browne 
Jackyl 

James Taylor 
Jane’s Addiction 
Jerry Garcia Band 
Jesus Jones 
Jethro Tull 
Jimmy Buffett 
Joe Satriani 

John Mellencamp 
Judas Priest 
Juliana Hatfield 
Kansas 

King’s X 

The Kinks 

KISS 

Led Zeppelin 
Lemonheads 
Lenny Kravitz 
Lillian Axe 

Lita Ford 

LIVE 

Lynch Mob 
Matthew Sweet 
Meat Loaf 
Megadeth 
Melissa Etheridge 
Metallica 
Michael Bolton 
Midnight Oil 
Mighty M. Bosstones 
Ministry 

Mitch Malloy 
Morrissey 
Motley Crue 
Motorhead 

Mr. Bi 


& 
Ned’s Atomic Dustbin 7524 


Neil Young 

Nelson 

New Order 

Nine Inch Nails 

Nirvana 

NRBQ 

Ozzy Osbourne 

Pantera 

Patty Smyth 

Paul Simon 

Paul McCartney 

Paul Westerberg 

Pearl Jam 

Peter Gabriel 

Peter Frampton 

Phish 

Pink Floyd 

Poison 

Porno For Pyros 

Primus 

Prong 

Queen 

Serta 
E.M. 


Radiohead 
Ramones 

RATT 

Red Hot Chili Peppers 
Richard Marx 
Robert Plant 

Rod Stewart 
Rolling Stones 
Rollins Band 
Rush 

Sacred Reich 
Santana 
Sepultura 

Sinead O’Connor 
Skid Row 
Slaughter 

Slayer 


7621 
7643 
7661 
7683 
7682 


Smashing Pumpkins 
Smithereens 
Sonic Youth 
Soul Asylum 
SoundGarden 
Spin Doctors 
Squeeze 

Steve Vai 

Stevie Nicks 
Stin 

Stone Temple Pilots 
Suede 

Suicidal Tendencies 
Sundays 
Suzanne Vega 
Talking Heads 
Tears For Fears 
Ted Nugent 
Tesla 

Testament 

The The 

Tom Petty 

Tom Cochrane 
Tool 

Trixter Fan Club 
U2 

UB40 

Ugly Kid Joe 
Urge Overkill 
Van Halen 
Vince Neil 
Violent Femmes 
W.A.S.P. 
Warrant 

White Zombie 
The Who 
Wilson Phillips 
World Party 

Yes 

Yngwie Malmsteen 
ZZ Top 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! ar your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


o“. 1-800-721-2263 


x), $2.99/min. Under 18 get parent's permission. Avg. call 3 min. 


OR TRY | -900-454-7700 EXT 99 


$2.99/min. Under 18 get parent’s permission. Avg. call 3 min. 
CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 
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In his spare time, Hogan loves to go boating, 
According to Liz Hunter's sources, Beefcake 
was livid back in 1990 when Hogan feft it up 


to him to take care of his boat. 


although, according to the nurses 
tending Beefcake, not everyone 
was mesmerized. 

“The first month Beefcake was 
in inhuman pain,” nurse Heather 
Janz recalled. “Breathing was diffi- 
cult. The slightest movement cre- 
ated terrible suffering. We kept the 
television on to relax him, espe- 
cially whenever Hogan was on, 
since we thought that might give 
Brutus the courage to keep fight- 


ing. 

“One night during Hogan’s 
speech, Beefcake mumbles—he 
was instructed not to talk, 
because talking was the most 
painful thing he could do. Still he 
keeps mumbling. | come close to 
him and he’s telling me, ‘Turn the 
damn TV off, turn it off, turn the 
damn thing off.’ 

“After | turned it off, he kept 
quiet. We never put it on again.” 

Nurse Janz’ partner, Myra 
Davenport, has a similar story. 
“After two months, Brutus was 
allowed to have visitors for short 


periods of time. Hogan visited 
when he could and always made 
sure the room had fresh flowers 
and Brutus’ favorite foods. Once, 
when he came to visit, he came 
with a photographer. The next 
day, pictures of him at Brutus’ 
bedside were all over the newspa- 
pers. 

“| thought Brutus was going to 
cry when he saw the pictures. It 
was so touching. But then he 
motioned me over and whispered, 
‘| look so pathetic. Why does he 
do that to me?’ | realized there 
was a lot of tension, old tension— 
hate even—between Brutus and 
his best friend. It was no secret. 
What’s amazing is that it took this 
long to emerge.” 

When the dam breaks between 
best friends, everyone drowns. 
We see it happening today in the 
WWF with the Hart brothers. 
Owen grew tired of playing sec- 
ond fiddle to Bret. He wanted to 
lead. It wasn’t a spontaneous 
decision. These things brew and 


fester with time. Beefcake couldn’t 
stand that his entire identity 
revolved around his relationship 
with Hulk Hogan. 

“I've never gotten any credit for 
anything I’ve ever done,” he said. 
“Even my recovery was credited 
to Hogan. It was his friendship 
and concern that pulled me 
through. What bull! | don’t blame 
Hogan. | blame myself. No one 
kept me down but me. Bui all 
that’s in the past now. Hogan 
knows how | feel about him. How 
I’ve always felt about him.” 

Is Beefcake proud of his tac- 
tics? “None of your business,” he 
fumed. “It doesn’t matter anymore. 
Change is the hardest thing a man 
can do. You get accustomed to a 
certain way of behaving and 
you’re stuck. The only way to 
break free was to do what | did. It 
doesn’t matter if it was right or 
wrong. Who cares? It’s done. I’m 
out. I’m free. 

“Let the consequences tumble, 
now that the truth is out.” O 
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May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

duly 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

November 1985/Stories inciude: 
Steamboat, Adams, Freebirds, Comeite. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham, 
June 1986/Stories include; Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include; Warriors- 
Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Hogan- 
Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude-Flalr, 
Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, Missy, 
Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

dune 1987/Stories include: Piper-Adonis, 
Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 

August 1987/Stories include; Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Comette, 
September 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&A 
Express, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr, T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Freebirds, 
Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin, 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Am. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Kolol, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
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April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, 
DiBiase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
dune 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Savage- 
DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 

August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: Megapowers 
vs. Megabucks, Horsemen, Lawler. 
November 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Kerry, Luger, Muraco, Freebirds, 
December 1988/Stories include: Powers of 
Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 

January 1989/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan, Sting, Am, Kerry-Lawler. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Am, Warriors-Windham- 
Sting. 

March 1989/Stories include: Hennig, 
Midnights, Fuller & Golden, Ultimate. 

May 1989/Stories include: Hogan, Steiner, 
Morton, Bad Co., Taylor. 

June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Savage, 
Luger, Steamboat-Flair, 

duly 1989/Stories include; Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting. 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkamania, 
Steamboat, Rude, Comette. 

September 1989/Stories include: Savage- 
Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

November 1989/Stories inciude: Elizabeth, 
Sting, Luger, Paul E., Mascaras. 
December 1989/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry. 

January 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase. 

February 1990/Stories include; Warriors- 
Skyscrapers, Zenk, Rude-Piper. 

April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade ‘89, 
Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer, 

May 1990/Stories include: Hogan-Ultimate, 
Luger, Woman, Lawler, LPWA. 
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Be sure fo fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “The magazine 
that rips the lid off pro wrestling.” Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be loft out. Avoid sellouts—order today! 


June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- 
Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, Jarrett. 
July 1990/Stories include: Steiners, Sting, 
Warrior & Hogan, Earthquake. 

August 1990/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. 

September 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Duggan, JYD, Adams, Horsemen. 
October 1990/Stories include: Sting, 
Legion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. 
November 1990/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. 
December 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting, Kerry, Comette, Zbyszko, 

January 1991/Stories include: LOD, 
Adams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk, 

February 1991/Stories include: Taylor, 
Hogan, Martel, Sting, all-annoying team. 
March 1991/Stories include; Hogan- 
Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting. 

April 1991/Stories include; Flair-Sting, 
Steiners, Piper, Zbyszko, Slaughter, 

May 1991/Stories include: Savage-Warrior, 
Steiners, Sting, Virgil. 

June 1991/Stories include: Steiners, LOD, 
Koloif, |-C belt, Dundees. 

duly 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Virgil, 
Funk, Nastys, Steiners, Spivey. 
September 1991/Siories include: Justice- 
Hogan, Hyatt, Rude, Hennig, 

October 1991/Stories include: Savage & 
Liz, Hogan & Warrior, Luger. 

November 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Savage, Luger, Flair, War Games. 
December 1991/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, York, Simmons. 

January 1992/Stories include: Sting, 
Freebirds, Hart, Rhodes, Rotundo. 


February 1992/Stories include: Luger, Hart, 


Patriot, Rude, Thesz-Rogers. 

April 1992/Stories include: Hart, Steiners, 
Liger-Pillman, Roberts. 

May 1992/Stories include: Justice-Hogan, 
Liger, Gilbert, Repo Man. 

June 1992/Stories include: Sting, Hogan, 
Race, M.A. Bagwell, Atlas. 

August 1992/Stories include: Savage-Flair, 
Jack-Badd, Christopher, LOD. 
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asa Pease allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
In cose of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 
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September 1992/Stories include: War 
Games, Hogan, Vader, Kamala. 

October 1992/Stories include: 
SummerSlam, Steiner-Muta, Simmons: 
November 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Warrior, Vader, top rope rule. 

December 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Ramon, Heavenly Bodies, Jarrett. 

March 1993/Stories include: Michaels, 
Nikita Koloff, Windham-Rhodes. 

April 1993/Stories include: WWF new 
blood, Sting-Vader, Flair, Paul E. 

May 1993/Stories include; WrestleMania IX 
analsis, Andre tribute, Muta. 

dune 1993/Stories include: Doink, Vader- 
Sting, Jimmy Hart, Steiners, Lawler, 

July 1993/Stories include: Bravo, 
Gonzales, Bulldog, Ramon, Arn, Tatanka. 
August 1993/Stories include: Christopher- 
Michaels, Hogan-Yokozuna, Hart. 
September 1993/Stories include: Steiners, 
Slamboree, Ramon, Sting & Smith, Hart. 
October 1993/Stories include: 
SummerSlam preview, Money Inc,, Nanny 
Simpson, Vader-Vicious, Hart-Lawler. 
November 1993/Stories include: Heavenly 
Bodies, Jannetty, Rude-Flair, Hogan, 
Luger, Power Bombs. 

December 1993/Stories include: Fytch, 
Austin, Luger, Sting & Flair, Yokozuna, 
February 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Duggan, Doinks, Blonds, holiday wishes. 
March 1994/Stories include: Nastys, 
Parker, Borga, 1994 predictions, 

May 1994/Stories include: Flair-Rude, Hart, 
Luger, Morton, Heenan-Bockwinkel. 

June 1994/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Snuka, Anthony, Bruise Bros., Blayze. 
August 1994/Stories include: Piper, Hogan, 
911, Freebirds, rulebreakers. 

September 1994/Stories include: Nastys, 
Undertaker, Volkoff, Flair-Steamboat. 
November 1994/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Sting, Koloff, Diesel, Cactus-Sabu. 
December 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Bret, Rotiens, Cactus, AAA midgets, 
January 1995/Stories include: Vader, 
Diesel & Razor, Hart, Luger, Sabu. 


INSIDE WRESTLING’S 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


TOP 15 4—HACKSAW DUGGAN 8—STING 12—LEX LUGER 
(8) U.S, heavyweight champion (6) No. 6 contender: WCW World title (9) No. 7 contender: WWF World title 
1—BRET HART 5—THE UNDERTAKER 9—KING KONG BUNDY 13—TONY ANTHONY 
(2) WWF World champion (4) No. 2 contender: WWF World fitle + No. 4 contender: WWF World fitle (10) Smoky Mountain champion 
2—HULK HOGAN 6—JOHNNY B. BADD 10—SID VICIOUS 14—STEVE AUSTIN 
(1] WOW World champion (11) WOW TV champion (12) USWA heavyweight champion 1 No. 3 contender: WCW World title 
3—RAZOR RAMON 7—BOB BACKLUND 11—BIG VAN VADER 15—SABU 
(3) WWF intercontinental champion (15) No. 3 contender: WWF World title (7) No. 4 contender: WCW World title (14) No. 1 contender: ECW heavyweight title 
WCW 4—STEVE AUSTIN 8—DUSTIN RHODES 12—ARN ANDERSON 
(8) 241, Dallas, TX (10) 254, Austin, TX (14) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
1—HULK HOGAN 5—BIG VAN VADER 9—DAVE SULLIVAN 13—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(1) 275, Venice Beach, CA (4) 450, Denver, CO (12) 283, Boston, MA (15) 252, Boston, MA 
2—HACKSAW DUGGAN 6—THE HONKY TONK MAN 10—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 14—JEAN-PAUL LEVEQUE 
(2) 280, Glens Falls, NY (9] 278, Memphis, TN (-} 273, San Francisco, CA + 279, Boston, MA 
3—JOHNNY B. BADD 7—STING 11—THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 15—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(3) 235, Macon, GA (5) 260, Venice Beach, CA (7) 310, Cobb County, GA (11) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
SEE Sa SS Ee eee oe eee 
WWE 4—BOB BACKLUND 8—DAVEY BOY SMITH 12—TATANKA 
(4) 234, Princeton, MN } 245, Leeds, England (9) 250, Pembroke, NC 
1—BRET HART 5—KING KONG BUNDY 9—JIM NEIDHART 13—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
(1) 234, Colgory, Alberta (12) 446, Atlantic City, NJ (3) 275, Tampa, FL (11) 248, Syracuse, NY 
2—RAZOR RAMON 6—OWEN HART 10—JEFF JARRETT 14—JERRY LAWLER 
(2) 287, Miami, FL (7) 227, Calgary, Alberta (14) 230, Nashville, TN (+) 234, Memphis, TN 
3—THE UNDERTAKER 7—ADAM BOMB 1]—LEX LUGER 15—DUKE DROESE 
(5) 328, ports unknown (10) 292, Harrisburg, PA (8) 265, Chicago, ik 4 306, Miami, FL 
a ee eee) 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 8—LEX LUGER 12—TONY ANTHONY 
MOST POPULAR _ Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: No. 8 Most Populor Last issue: No, 13 Most Popular 
1—HULK HOGAN 5—RAZOR RAMON 9—JOHNNY B. BADD 13—ADAM BOMB 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular Lost issue: No, 5 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 9 Most Popular Last issue: No. 14 Most Popular 
2—BRET HART 6—DAVEY BOY SMITH 10—DUSTIN RHODES 14—CACTUS JACK 
Lost issue: No, 2 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 6 Most Popular Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular Last issue: No. 11 Most Popular 
3—STING 7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 11—DAVE SULLIVAN 15—THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 
Lost issue: No, 3 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 7 Most Popular Lost issue: No. 12 Most Populor Lost issue: unrated 


4—JIM NEIDHART 8—OWEN HART 12—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
MOSTHATED Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated Last issue: No, 8 Most Hated Last issue: No. 13 Most Hated 
1—BOB BACKLUND 5—JERRY LAWLER 9—DIESEL 13—YOKOZUNA 
Lost issue: No. 1 Most Hated Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated Lost issue: No, 9 Most Hated Last issue: No. 1] Most Hated 
2—BIG VAN VADER 6—RIC FLAIR 10—SHANE DOUGLAS 14—STEVE AUSTIN 
Last issue: No, 2 Most Hated Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated Last issue: No. 15 Most Hated 
3—TATANKA 7—SHAWN MICHAELS 11—THE HONKY TONK MAN 15—ARN ANDERSON 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated Last issue: No. 12 Most Hated Lost issue: No. 14 Most Hated 
TOP 15 
1—MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 6—THE GANGSTAS 11—THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
(1) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag fitle (6) Smoky Mountain tag team champions (7) No. 2 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 
2—DIESEL & SHAWN MICHAELS tithe BUSHWHACKERS 12—HARLEM HEAT 
(4) WWF World tag team champions No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title + No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
3—PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA PUBLIC ENEMY 13—THE HEADSHRINKERS 
(3) WCW World tag team champions (10) ECW tog team champions (5) No. 4 contenders: WWF World tag fitle 
4—THE NASTY BOYS 9—THE MOONDOGS 14—THE PHANTOMS 
(2) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag fitle + USWA tog team champions (15) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag title 
5—THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS 10—THE HEAVENLY BODIES 15—ARN ANDERSON & tra BUCK 
(12) No. 1 contenders: WWF World fag title (13) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag fitle +) No. 4 contenders: WCW W. 
INSIDE WRESTLING 


These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistance of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around the country, and 
are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each wrestler. The number 
in parentheses indicates a wrestler’s position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 


category last issue... 


“Most Popular’ and “Most Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail 


that comes to our offices ... Championships highlighted in bold on the “Roll Call Of Champions” have changed hands since 
our previous issue ... The information under the championship listing indicates the date that champion won the title, who the 


former champion was, and where the maich took place. 


For period ended November 13, 1994 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


AAA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: LOVE MACHINE & EDDY GUERRERO 
(uly 23, 1994; beat El Hijo fo dal Santo & Octagon; Rosemont, Illinois) 


ALL-JAPAN ASIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: DAN KROFFAT & DOUG FURNAS 
(September 9, 1993; from The Patriot & The Eagle; Omiya, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: TOSHIAKI BAAD 
(October 22, 1994; from Steve Williams; Tokyo, Japan| 


ALL-JAPAN JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: es KROFFAT 
uly 12, 1994; from Masanobu Fuchi; Kagoshima, Japan| 


ALL-JAPAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: MITSUHARU MISAWA & KENTA KOBASHI 
(December 3, 1993; beat Akira Tove & Toshiaki Kawada in tournament final; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(October 22, 1994; from Steve Williams; Tokyo, Jopan) 

ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S ALL-PACIFIC CHAMPION: MINAMI TOYOTA 
(August 24, 1994; beat Yoko Inoue; Tokyo, pes 

ALLJAPAN WOMEN'S CHAMPION: KAORU 

(May 4, 1994; beat Rie Tamada in tournament M Real; Toda, Japan) 


ALLJAPAN WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: AJA KONG 
(November 26, 1992; from Bull Nakano; Kawasaki, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: CANDY OKUTSU 
(December 6, 1993; from Chapparita Asari; Osaka, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MINAMI TOYOTA & TOSHIYO YAMADA 
(December 6, 1993; from Dynamite Kansai & Mayumi Ozaki; Osaka, Jopan) 


ALL-STATE WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TONY PRICHARD 
(August 24, 1994; from Rick Cannon; Pigeon Forge, TN) 


ALL-STATE WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: REGULATOR STEEL & REGULATOR STONE 
epee 15, 1994; by forfeit, from Rick Conners & Lone Stor; Maryville, TN) 


ICAN COMMONWEALTH HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: T. RANTULA 
(Merch 26, 1994; from Rip Sawyer; Johnsonburg, PA) 


AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: LORD ZOLTAN 
(October 1, 1994; from Johnny Graham; Lewistown, PA) 


AMERICAN COMMONWEALTH TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE BAD CREW 
(September 30, 1993; title previously vacant; York, PA) 


AMERICAN STATES WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SCOTT SOMERS 
(November 19, 1993; from Bo Dacious; Mansfield, OH) 


ATLANTIC WRESTLING COUNCIL IGHTWEIGHT CHAMPION: BOBBY ROGERS 
(December 4, 1993; from Blare Rogers; Hollywood, FL) 


ATLANTIC WRESTLING COUNCIL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: T.J. JACKSON & THE MISER 
(July 2, 1993; from American Scorpion & The Falcon; West Palm Beach, FL) 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALUANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TONY ATLAS 
(December 4, 1993; from Vic Steamboat; Tewksbury, MA) 


CONTINENTAL WRESTLING ALUANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: VIC STEAMBOAT 
(October 23, 1993; from The Iron Sheik; Wakefield, MA) 


CONTINENTAL WRESTLING ALUANCE JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RAY ODYSSEY 
(October 23, 1993; from Flex Lavender; Wakefield, MA) 


ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHANE DOUGLAS 
(March 26, 1994; from Terry Funk; Devon, PA) 


ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS; PUBLIC ENEMY 
(November 5, 1994; from Cactus Jack & mee) Whipwreck; Philadelphia, PA) 


ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION: DEAN MALENK' 
dental 4, 1994; from 2 Ses Scorpio; Nemburg, PA) 


EAVYWEIGHT TITLE: TTY McKEEVER 
(Orlcee 29, 1994; beat ike Gacochablet in tournament final; Wallace, NC) 


IWC HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: KONNAN 

(April 2, 1994; from Cien Coros; Reynosa, Mexico) 
IWCCW LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JOE SAVOLDI 
(December 26, 1991; from Tasmaniac; Monticello, NY) 


IWCCW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE SIOUX WAR PARTY 
(May 9, 1992; beat The Canadians in tournament final; Hamburg, PA) 


IWGP CHAMPION: SHINYA HASHIMOTO 

(May 1, 1994; from Tatsumi Fujinami; Fukuoka, Japan) 

IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: KENSUKE SASAKI & HAWK 
(Jonuary 4, 1994; from Scott Norton & Hercules; Tokyo, Japan) 


IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION; NORIO HONAGA 
(September 27, 1994; beat Pegasus Kid in tournament final; Osaka, Japan) 


MIDWEST TERRIT WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MACHINE GUN KELLY 
uly 16, 1994; Sigs p sin) Taylor, Mi) 


MIDWEST TERRITORIAL WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
THE INTERNATIONAL FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

uly 16, 1994; from Road Warrior Hawk & Bobo Brazil Jr.; Taylor, Mil) 
NWA WOMEN’S CHAMPION: BAMBI 

uly 26, 1994; from Peggy Lee Leather; Chatlanooga, TN) 

PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION CHAMPION: TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(October 22, 1994; from Steve Williams; Tokyo, Japan) 


PACIFIC NEA FEDERATION Lede lee hs TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA & KENTA KOBAS! 
(December 3, 1993; beat Akira Tave & Teshioki Kawada in tournament final; Tokyo, Japan) 


PLANT CITY WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: LUSCIOUS LUKE 
(May 19, 1994; from Vern en Plant City, Florida) 


PRO WRESTUNG FEDERA’ HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ITALIAN STALLION 
ieee 12, 1994; Ay able Terry Austin; Mooresville, NC} 

1O WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: FLAMING YOUTH 
ree 19, 1994; from Brian Williams; Elkin, NC) 


PRO WRESTUNG FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
STAR RYDER & RAVISHING RANDY 
(October 1, 1994; from Black Scorpion & Masked Maniac; North Wilkesboro, NC) 


RIVER CITY WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT TITLE: MAX IMPACT 
(October 27, 1994; from Tom Steele; Winnipeg, Manitoba) 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TONY ANTHONY 
(July 5, 1994; from Jake Roberts; Warrensville, NC) 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE GANGSTAS 
(October 1, 1994; by officials’ decision) 


TRI-STAR WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JIMMY SHARPE 
(July 22, 1994; from Randy Steele; Rossville, GA) 


TRI-STAR WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: ROGER SARTAIN & JOEL TRAVIS 
rire 29, 1994; from Cam & Sam Colt; Rossville, GA) 


‘A HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SID VICIOUS 
bay. 16, 1994; by forfeit, Be Memphis, TN) 


USWA SOUTHERN CHAMPION: TOMMY RICH 
(October 3, 1994; beat Buddy Landell in tournament final; Memphis, TN) 


USWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE MOONDOGS 
(October 24, 1994; from The Phantoms; Memphis, TN) 


WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: JOHNNY 6, BADD 
ae 18, 1994; from Lord Steven Regal; Roanoke, VA) 


S. CHAMPION: HACKSAW DUGGAN 
Bepnbe 18, 1994; sap fees — VA) 


WORLD CHAMPION: HUL 
tony 17, 1994; from Ric Flair; Orono Fl} 


WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 
(October 23, 1994; from Marcus Bogwell & The Patriot; Detroit, Mi) 


WINDY CITY WRESTLING LIGHTWEIGHT CHAMPION: STEVE BOZ 
eae 5, 1994; from Christopher Daniels; Chicago, !L) 

STLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
teri Mt 1994 ded Nailz; Atlantic City, NJ) 


WORLD WIDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: JACK HAMMER 
(August 27, 1993; from Tony Atlas; Freeport, Bahomas) 


WORLD WIDE WRESTUNG ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: TITLE VACANT 
(Most recently held by The Diomond Express) 


WORLD WRESTLING ALLIANCE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BAD ATTITUDE 
(November 5, 1994; from Duane & Wayne Gill; Clementon, NJ) 


WWA FRONTIER MARTIAL ARTS CHAMPION: MR. ONITA 
(September 19, 1992; from Tiger Jeet Singh; Yokohama, Japan) 


WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: RAZOR RAMON 
(August 29, 1994; from Diesel; Chicago, IL) 


WWF WORLD WOMEN'S CHAMPION: ALUNDRA BLAYZE 

(December 13, 1993; beat Heidi Lee Morgan in tournament final; Poughkeepsie, MY) 
WWF WORLD CHAMPION: BRET HART 

(March 20, 1994; from Yokozuna; New York, NY) 

WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: DIESEL & SHAWN MICHAELS 

(August 28, 1994; from The Headshrinkers; indianapolis, IN) 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


Dick Steinborn vs. The “Hamp on 
January 1965 


What a loyal wife Mrs. Steinborn was! She just couldn’t stand to see her 
husband, Dick, take a terrible beating from The Wrecker. When officials pre- 
vented her from interfering in the match, she couldn’t hide her true feelings. 
She sobbed uncontrollably for several minutes until her husband left the ring 

to comfort her. No one thought to check that purse for foreign objects! 


SG. as an) INSIDE WRESTLING 


THE MAGAZINE THAT 
RIPS THE LID OFF 
PRO WRESTLING! 


Each month, 
Inside Wrestling 
works hard and digs 
deep to uncover the 
behind-the-scenes stories 
that you want to read! 
Subscribe today —and 
save up to 23% off the 
newsstand cover price! 


WRESTLING 


+ In-depth articles from the sport's 
greatest writers and photographers! 

+ The famous “Hotseat” interview with 
one of wrestling’s top names! 

« “One On One,” in which two archri- 
vals meet on the phone to voice 
their hatred! 

» A lively “Capsule Profile’—plus 
pinup!—of one of your favorite mat 
stars! 

» “Roll Call Of Champions”—the most 
comprehensive championship direc- 
tory available anywhere! 

+ Top 15 ratings in six important cate- 
gories! 

+ “Blast From The Past,” featuring 
highlights from the sport's rich his- 
tory! 

« Updates of major mat stars in 
“Where Are They Now?” 

- All this—and more!—every month! 
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THREE WAYS TQ Now, with three different ways to subscribe, getting Inside 

Wrestling delivered to your door each month is easier 
GET IN ON ALL than ever! Plus: Your subscription price saves you more, 
THE ACTION! because it includes sensational special issues of Inside 

Wrestling—at no extra cost! 

*Get six issues of INSIDE WRESTLING for $11.70 

Get 12 issues of INSIDE WRESTLING for $19—an 18% savings off the newsstand price 

Get 24 issues of INSIDE WRESTLING for $36—a 23% savings off the newsstand price 
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Send to: Name 

London Publishing Co. Address Apt. 
P.O. Box 910 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 City State Zip 


wh ‘ ‘ Please indicate method of payment 
¥ \W’Yes, | would like to subscribe to INSIDE WRESTLING 


[1 1 am enclosing $11.70 for a six-issue subscription C1 Check or money order 
L] | am enclosing $19 for a 12-issue subscription (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


(]1 am enclosing $36 for a 24-issue subscription O Visa CO MasterCard # 


CL] NEW CO RENEWAL Expiration date: / 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries: $16.50 for six issues ($28.20 airmail), $28.60 for 12 issues ($52 airmail), and $55.20 for 24 issues ($102 airmail). 
For all orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 3030/10-94 


IT'S HERE! 


HULA HOGAN F 


_ waiting \ 


~ for yours 


on 


“ile Wa 


efore calling. 


ee 7 7 ) 
Hulk Hogan, Hulkster, and Hulkamania are trademarks of the Marvel Entertainment Group Inc. licensed exclusively to World Championship Wrestling, Inc. 
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